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Stamp 

The Beacon 

Deadline  Tuesday, August 21 

Church Pick-up/Email  Sunday, August 26 

Postal   Monday, August 27 

   

Sept. Newsletter Dates 

If you would like to get your newsletter emailed to you,  

please send an email with your name to:  

mcbucc@embarqmail.com and help us save paper and  

postage.  Thank You!  ************************** 
IF YOU RECEIVE MORE THAN ONE COPY BY EMAIL, JUST  PRINT 

OFF THE FIRST . 

"Then some people came, bringing to Jesus a 

paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And when 

they could not bring him to Jesus because of the 

crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after 

having dug through it, they let down the mat on which 

the paralytic lay."  Mark 2:3-4 

Youth Rally in McConnellsburg 
The Teen Youth Group of the McConnellsburg and Cito United Methodist Churches are sponsoring a Youth 

Rally on the Courthouse Lawn on Tuesday, August 7, at 6:30 p.m. All ages are invited to experience Christ-

Centered Worship with a Praise Band, speakers, faith sharing, food and fun. Rain location will be the United 

Methodist Church at 121 N Second Street. 

Women’s Retreat on October 27 
Ladies, please mark your calendars for Saturday, October 27. We will spend the day together learning about 

some very interesting female characters from the Bible: both naughty and nice. As always, there will be good 

food, music, crafts, and plenty of time to chat and relax. Invite a friend! 

Joyful Noise 
After playing together for six months, we have 

finally found a name for St. Paul’s band: Joyful 

Noise, from Psalm 100:1, “Make a joyful noise 

to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with 

gladness; come into his presence with singing.” 

Anyone who likes to make “noise” with singing 

or playing an instrument, is welcome to join us 

Thursday evenings at 7:30 at the church, and cer-

tainly for our Contemporary worship service the 

first Sunday of each month, at 11:00 a.m. The 

next date will be August 5. 

                                                                                                                                                                   AUGUST 2012 
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Message from Your Pastor 

 

"Then some people came, bringing to Jesus a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 

And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof 

above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic 

lay."  Mark 2:3-4 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I would like to share with you a devotional from the United Church of Christ: 

  

Reflection by Lillian Daniel  
Early in his ministry, Jesus had a reputation for healing, and so he was starting to get mobbed wherever he 

went. The crowds were so big because there were, and still are, so many people who long for physical healing. 

The irony was that in order to push through to the front of the crowd, you would need physical strength. The 

sickest and physically weakest would never have a chance by themselves.  

 

But one man had friends who were determined to get him to Jesus. They were so determined that they climbed 

up on the roof and lowered him into the courtyard, so that he would not be left out. What a ministry of 

transportation. 

 

In church, when people lose their ability to drive, or find themselves unable to be as mobile as they once were, 

it's hard for them to get to worship. Sometimes they feel forgotten when no one notices that they have been 

missing. Sometimes they are reluctant to ask for a ride or for help.  

 

They need good friends like the ones in this story. They need people who will call to see where they have been, 

offer them a ride to church, or bring them word from the community. They need people who are determined to 

get them to Jesus.  

 

Prayer 
Dear God, is there someone in my community who needs to get to Jesus? Is there someone who needs a ride to 

church or a word from our community? Is there someone who feels forgotten by our church, or even by God? 

Open my heart to their needs. Amen.  

 

From the UCC’s Stillspeaking Daily Devotional. Sign up for daily email devotions at http://www.ucc.org/feed-

your-spirit/daily-devotional/ 

 

Thank you to those of you who already are offering rides to church. Are there others that we are missing? Are 

there children in your neighborhood whose parents cannot or will not bring them? Do you have friends who 

might enjoy worshipping with us, that may not want to come by themselves? 

 

There are many, many still out there who need Jesus, and who need us to bring them to him. 

Offering a ride to someone may inconvenience you, but it will mean a lot, and could change a life. 

May God bless you and the lives of those you touch! 

 

Yours in His Name,  

Pastor Valeria.  
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Fort Loudon Back to School Rally 
Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies! We will be handing them out to Fort Loudon’s school 

kids on Saturday, August 4, at 5:00 p.m. at Freedom Lighthouse Ministries (across the street from the 

Milky Way restaurant). Join us for a time of prayer and blessing, and refreshments. Please invite any local 

families to take advantage of this event, sponsored by Trinity, Fort Loudon Methodist Church, and Free-

dom Lighthouse. 

 
. 

 

Summer Program for St. Paul’s Kids 

With the kids’ Sunday school on summer break, we are getting together on Thursday evenings at the 

church, at 6:00 p.m. Join us to sing songs, explore the church, learn about the Bible, and have a fun time 

together! We will meet on August 2 and 16. See Pastor Valeria for more information. 

 

 

Trinity’s Picnic August 5 
On Sunday, August 5, we will have a picnic at the pavilion behind the church after Sunday school, starting 

around 11:30 a.m. Hot dogs and drinks will be provided. Please bring a covered dish and your place set-

tings, and invite your neighbors and friends! 

 
 

Trinity’s Peach Festival: Schedule of Events 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2012          FORT LOUDON COMMUNITY GROUNDS 

8:00 a.m. -    Open for Breakfast 

         Arts and Crafts/ Home-Based Business Vendors Set-Up 

9:00 a.m. -    Art Exhibit Opens in Community Center 

         Barrel Train Rides Begin/Face Painting 

10:30 a.m. -   Pie Eating Contest 

          David Powers Entertains with Southern Gospel Music 

12:00 noon -   Chicken Bar-B-Que  

12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Shippensburg Blaskapelle 

1:00 p.m. -    Pie Baking Contest Judging Begins 

1:30 p.m. -    Pie Auction 

2:00 p.m. -    Peach Festival Closes 

Located at corner of Route 30 and Hawbaker Drive. 

In the event of rain, the festival will be held in the Freedom Lighthouse social room on Path Valley road. 

FESTIVAL SPONSORED BY TRINITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

For more information, call (717) 369-3318 or email: arotz@comcat.net 

This month: Stay Cool and Save Electricity 

Draw blinds, shades, or drapes to block the sunlight during the hottest part of the day, espe-

cially on south- and west-facing windows. Direct sunlight falling on a window air-

conditioning unit increases its workload. When a choice is possible, locate such units on the 

north or shady side of the house. Don’t position heat-producing devices such as lamps and 

TV sets beneath a wall-mounted thermostat for a central cooling system. Heat rising from the equipment 

could cause the thermostat to read a temperature higher than the true room temperature and lead to overcool-

ing.  
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Month Received Budget  Expended 

Jan. 

June 

 

$28,202.11 $34,921.00 $29,217.26 

July 1-23 $3,838.65 $4,478.05 $2,970.81 

Total $32,040.76 $39,399.05 $32,188.07 

Trinity’s Financial Update 
Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 

stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-3369 

Secretary - Pam Carmack 

buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-4795 

St. Paul’s UCC 

228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

(717)-485-5554 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com 

Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 

Trinity UCC 

P.O. Box 253 

13189 Main Street 

Fort Loudon, PA 17224 

(717)-369-4773 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org 

www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 

www.ucc.org 

Food for Thought 

You cannot do kindness too soon, for 

you never know how soon it will be 

too late. 

 

 

 

Special Mission Offering for the Truck Stop Ministry on August 12 
Over 3,000 lives were touched by the Truck Stop Ministry in Carlisle in 2011 through visits, distribution of 

books and Bibles, and financial assistance to truck drivers and travelers. On Sunday, August 12, we will be 

taking up a special collection to benefit this important ministry. Your donations and prayers are greatly appre-

ciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners in Peace Youth Camp 
Preparations are now in the work for next year's Partners in Peace Multicultural Camp. In June of 2013 

young people from Penn Central Conference, and our partner churches in Germany, Namibia, and the Chey-

enne River Reservation of South Dakota will gather to celebrate with us at our Conference Annual Meeting 

before they leave for a week long camping experience at Hartman Center.  

You can support this wonderful multicultural experience by sponsoring a camper. The cost per camper, which 

includes travel and accommodations, is $1,300, but any size contribution will be gratefully accepted. Just 

send your check made out to "Penn Central Conference", with the notation "Partners in Peace Camp". 

For more information, or to make a contribution, contact the Conference Office or Peter Emig at solomon-

succ@embarqmail.com.  

What a wonderful way to conclude our 50 year anniversary celebration by hosting partners in ministry from 

different parts of the world! Please help us make this exciting adventure possible!  
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St. Paul’s Flowers 
 

Betty Daniels (485-4508) 

 
Call the above person(s) if you wish to order 

flowers in memory/ honor of someone. 

 

Trinity’s Ushers 

 

Leah & Tom Hamil 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

St. Paul’s Ushers 
 

Linda Grissinger 

Henry Isban 

 
Thank You for Serving! 

 HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAY  

 

4  Fredrica Laxson 

  Diana Rotz 

6  Sarah Gordon 

9  Mary Haubrick 

  Nancy Walker  

11  Jeff Best 

  Mike Best 

        Tara McElhiney 

13  Jody Shimer 

14  Jessica Long 

15  Carl Mellott 

19  Mahlon Shimer 

20  Laura Burns 

21  Angie Wood 

24  Edgar Hess 

28  Anna Rotz 

30     Michelle Baker 

31     Misty Strait 

31  Sally Cover 

PRAYER LIST 

Bertha Byers         

Betty Daniels 

Betty Grissinger 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer                 

Dorothy and Paul Stevens      

Gene and Elsie Bricker    

Harold and Betty Keefer 

Joyce and Thurman Hassler      

Liberty Crouse 

Military and families            

Rev. Steve and Pat Robertson 

Roger and Lois Byers    

Sponsored Children:  Yonatan, Marc 

Philip, Thierry, Marcela   

Sandy Richards 

Thelma Miller 

Zeis family 

Justin Hege 

Justin Jr. and Blaze Hege 

Malcolm and Lorraine Richardson 

Jean McLucas 

St. Paul’s Care Team 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

Linda Best and family 

Linda Grissinger and family 

Mary Haubrick 

The people of Japan 

The people in the Middle East 

The people of Eastern Africa 

All individuals and families affected 

by cancer 

All Sunday school teachers and  

students 

 

 
Please let us know of any changes, additions 

or corrections to the Prayer and Birthday 

lists. Thank you! 
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 AUGUST 2012 
 

 

 

Wednesdays Trinity’s Prayer and Praise at Bob and Nancy Lawyer’s house 

(13052 Main St), 7:00 p.m. Except August 22. 

 

Thursdays Joyful Noise at St. Paul’s, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, August 2 St. Paul’s kids’ program at the church, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, August 4 Fort Loudon Back to School Rally at Freedom Lighthouse Minis-

tries, 5:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, August 5 St. Paul’s Contemporary worship, 11:00 a.m. 

 Trinity’s picnic at the pavilion behind church, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, August 7 McConnellsburg Youth Rally on Courthouse Lawn, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, August 12 Holy Communion 

 Special Offering for the Truck Stop Ministry 

 Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

 

August 12 – 18     Fulton County Fair 

 

Tuesday, August 14   Trinity’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, August 16  St. Paul’s kids’ program at the church, 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Saturday, August 18 Trinity’s Peach Festival at the Fort Loudon Community Grounds, 

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, August 19   Trinity’s Special offering for the Building Fund 

 

August 19 – 25     Franklin County Fair 

 

Tuesday, August 21   St. Paul’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, August 26  St. Paul’s Salad Sunday 

Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 
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Message from Your Pastor 

 

"Then some people came, bringing to Jesus a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 

And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof 

above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic 

lay."  Mark 2:3-4 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I would like to share with you a devotional from the United Church of Christ: 

  

Reflection by Lillian Daniel  
Early in his ministry, Jesus had a reputation for healing, and so he was starting to get mobbed wherever he 

went. The crowds were so big because there were, and still are, so many people who long for physical healing. 

The irony was that in order to push through to the front of the crowd, you would need physical strength. The 

sickest and physically weakest would never have a chance by themselves.  

 

But one man had friends who were determined to get him to Jesus. They were so determined that they climbed 

up on the roof and lowered him into the courtyard, so that he would not be left out. What a ministry of 

transportation. 

 

In church, when people lose their ability to drive, or find themselves unable to be as mobile as they once were, 

it's hard for them to get to worship. Sometimes they feel forgotten when no one notices that they have been 

missing. Sometimes they are reluctant to ask for a ride or for help.  

 

They need good friends like the ones in this story. They need people who will call to see where they have been, 

offer them a ride to church, or bring them word from the community. They need people who are determined to 

get them to Jesus.  

 

Prayer 
Dear God, is there someone in my community who needs to get to Jesus? Is there someone who needs a ride to 

church or a word from our community? Is there someone who feels forgotten by our church, or even by God? 

Open my heart to their needs. Amen.  

 

From the UCC’s Stillspeaking Daily Devotional. Sign up for daily email devotions at http://www.ucc.org/feed-

your-spirit/daily-devotional/ 

 

Thank you to those of you who already are offering rides to church. Are there others that we are missing? Are 

there children in your neighborhood whose parents cannot or will not bring them? Do you have friends who 

might enjoy worshipping with us, that may not want to come by themselves? 

 

There are many, many still out there who need Jesus, and who need us to bring them to him. 

Offering a ride to someone may inconvenience you, but it will mean a lot, and could change a life. 

May God bless you and the lives of those you touch! 

 

Yours in His Name,  

Pastor Valeria.  
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Fort Loudon Back to School Rally 
Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies! We will be handing them out to Fort Loudon’s school 

kids on Saturday, August 4, at 5:00 p.m. at Freedom Lighthouse Ministries (across the street from the 

Milky Way restaurant). Join us for a time of prayer and blessing, and refreshments. Please invite any local 

families to take advantage of this event, sponsored by Trinity, Fort Loudon Methodist Church, and Free-

dom Lighthouse. 

 
. 

 

Summer Program for St. Paul’s Kids 

With the kids’ Sunday school on summer break, we are getting together on Thursday evenings at the 

church, at 6:00 p.m. Join us to sing songs, explore the church, learn about the Bible, and have a fun time 

together! We will meet on August 2 and 16. See Pastor Valeria for more information. 

 

 

Trinity’s Picnic August 5 
On Sunday, August 5, we will have a picnic at the pavilion behind the church after Sunday school, starting 

around 11:30 a.m. Hot dogs and drinks will be provided. Please bring a covered dish and your place set-

tings, and invite your neighbors and friends! 

 
 

Trinity’s Peach Festival: Schedule of Events 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2012          FORT LOUDON COMMUNITY GROUNDS 

8:00 a.m. -    Open for Breakfast 

         Arts and Crafts/ Home-Based Business Vendors Set-Up 

9:00 a.m. -    Art Exhibit Opens in Community Center 

         Barrel Train Rides Begin/Face Painting 

10:30 a.m. -   Pie Eating Contest 

          David Powers Entertains with Southern Gospel Music 

12:00 noon -   Chicken Bar-B-Que  

12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Shippensburg Blaskapelle 

1:00 p.m. -    Pie Baking Contest Judging Begins 

1:30 p.m. -    Pie Auction 

2:00 p.m. -    Peach Festival Closes 

Located at corner of Route 30 and Hawbaker Drive. 

In the event of rain, the festival will be held in the Freedom Lighthouse social room on Path Valley road. 

FESTIVAL SPONSORED BY TRINITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

For more information, call (717) 369-3318 or email: arotz@comcat.net 

This month: Stay Cool and Save Electricity 

Draw blinds, shades, or drapes to block the sunlight during the hottest part of the day, espe-

cially on south- and west-facing windows. Direct sunlight falling on a window air-

conditioning unit increases its workload. When a choice is possible, locate such units on the 

north or shady side of the house. Don’t position heat-producing devices such as lamps and 

TV sets beneath a wall-mounted thermostat for a central cooling system. Heat rising from the equipment 

could cause the thermostat to read a temperature higher than the true room temperature and lead to overcool-

ing.  
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Special Mission Offering for the Truck Stop Ministry on August 12 
Over 3,000 lives were touched by the Truck Stop Ministry in Carlisle in 2011 through visits, distribution of 

books and Bibles, and financial assistance to truck drivers and travelers. On Sunday, August 12, we will be 

taking up a special collection to benefit this important ministry. Your donations and prayers are greatly appre-

ciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners in Peace Youth Camp 
Preparations are now in the work for next year's Partners in Peace Multicultural Camp. In June of 2013 

young people from Penn Central Conference, and our partner churches in Germany, Namibia, and the Chey-

enne River Reservation of South Dakota will gather to celebrate with us at our Conference Annual Meeting 

before they leave for a week long camping experience at Hartman Center.  

You can support this wonderful multicultural experience by sponsoring a camper. The cost per camper, which 

includes travel and accommodations, is $1,300, but any size contribution will be gratefully accepted. Just 

send your check made out to "Penn Central Conference", with the notation "Partners in Peace Camp". 

For more information, or to make a contribution, contact the Conference Office or Peter Emig at solomon-

succ@embarqmail.com.  

What a wonderful way to conclude our 50 year anniversary celebration by hosting partners in ministry from 

different parts of the world! Please help us make this exciting adventure possible!  
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 Special Offering for the Truck Stop Ministry 
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