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“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preach-

ing the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

Mark 1:14-15 
 MARCH 2015 

If you would like to get your newsletter emailed to you, please send an 

email with your name to: 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com and help us save paper and postage. 

Trinity Easter Flower Sale: 
Flowers are being purchased from Phillips Flow-

er Shop in Mercersburg and will be placed 

around the church for Easter Sunday.  The fol-

lowing is what is available to choose from: 

Lilies (4-6 blooms) for $9.00 (only white); Tu-

lips (6 blooms) for $9.00 (Assorted Colors); Hy-

acinths (3 blooms) for $9.00 (Assorted Colors); 

and Mini Daffodils for $10.00.   

Each of the above will be potted and varied color 

of foil around each one. 

Pick up order form at Trini-

ty on table outside sanctuary 

or contact Corinna Rotz @ 

369-4804. 

Orders must be in by 

March 9 2015.  Thanks...  

Lions Club Dinners 
The Mt Parnell Lions Club dinners will be served at the 

Fort Loudon Community Center on Thursday, March 

12th. Help is always needed. Please see Rosie Shives.  

St. Paul’s Lily Orders 
Jo-Ann Sheffield will be taking  
orders for the Easter Lilies. 
Each Lily will be a donation of  
$7.00.  Order forms will be 
available at the church on 
March 8th. 
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Positive Thinkers Get Powerful Results 
 

 As we move forward, determining the future of the congregations at Trinity and St. Paul’s, a lot of “positive 
thinking”, will be very helpful. 
 Norman Vincent Peale in many of his books promotes the virtues of the Power of Positive Thinking.  Dr. 
Peale led his followers to confront the issues of life with these ten “of course you can” principles of positive 
thinkers.  He encourages us to engrave them on our mind.  Believe they will work, and apply them to get pow-
erful results: 
 
1. Stamp your goal indelibly on you mind.  (What do you want to happen?)  
2. Always image yourself as succeeding with God’s help. 
3. When a negative thought enters your mind, immediately cancel it out with a positive thought. 
4. Mentally minimize difficulties; maximize your strengths. (Faith, family, your ability to fight on, the abili-
ties of medical science). 
5. Deny the power of difficulty over you.  Affirm the power of faith to overcome. (“I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.”) 
6. Believe in yourself. 
7. Be a friend to others. 
8. Keep on learning, growing, improving.  (Keep your mind active) 
9. Build this ladder to your goal:  Determination – Dedication – Discipline – Positive Attitude. 
 Every day practice the greatest of all positive affirmations: “I can do all things through Christ who strength-

ens me”. 
 
In those moments when things do not seem to be going well, and you are looking for ways to make them go 
better, here is some addition advice from Dr. Peale to add on to the ten things mentioned above:   
 First – several times each day physically stand tall. Lift you head up as far as it will go.  When a person 
          maintains this erect stature, he is commanding power over life and circumstances. 
 Second – think tall.  Think positive thoughts, winning thoughts.  This is  
  standing tall mentally.  Find ways to push negative thoughts out of   your mind. “It can be done, and I  
          can do it”. 
 Third – stand tall spiritually.  Think of the greatness of God.  Think of  yourself as an undefeatable child   
          of God.  And many times each day  repeat aloud one of the greatest affirmative statements of faith: “I  

          can  do all things through Christ who strengthens me”.   

Norman Vincent Peale had great success in his own life, in the lives of others, by practicing these principles.  
And it is good that he has shared them with us.  

As we face our future as a congregation, we must stick together, 
work together, determine our goals and how to reach them. This is not a 
time to drift apart, but a time to come together and gather our resources 
and press forward.  

 
 
Submitted by, Loy Garber 
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The Lenten Sunday Evening Study Series 
 This year’s Lenten study format follows the Rick 
Warren’s production of “The Son of God”.  Rever-
end Warren is the founding  pastor of Saddleback 
Church in Lake Forest, California, one of America’s 
largest and best-known churches. 
 Rick Warren has authored two best-selling books: 
“The Purpose Driven Church” and “The Purpose 

Driven Life”.  He clearly explains our real purpose 
on earth by stating profound truths in simple ways.  
His writings are wise counsel for anyone who is try-
ing find a real direction for their lives.  Whether you 
are a seeker, a new believer, or a seasoned saint, 
Reverend Warren develops a unique way to place 
your feet firmly on a helpful path  to understanding 
the Great Commandment to love God and to love 
your fellowman.  
 Hopefully you can plan to attend these Lenten 

Studies.  

 

NA Group Meeting at St. Paul’s 
A local Narcotics Anonymous group (NA) is now 
meeting at the church on Saturday evenings be-
tween 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. They very much appreci-
ate our support of their cause in helping local individ-
uals get sober and stay sober. 
In order to maintain a safe and anonymous environ-
ment for participants, church members are asked to 
refrain from entering the building during the time of 
the meeting. 

 
 
 

Volunteers Will Need Clearances 
 Perhaps you have heard rumors that beginning Ju-
ly 1, 2015  an adult who is  an unpaid volunteer hav-
ing direct contact with children in Pennsylvania ei-
ther at school, church or summer camps must have 
background clearances. It is not a rumor, it’s true. 
 Since this State law (HB 435) is going to have an 
impact on our two congregation’s Sunday School and  
youth programming activities, the Consistories are 
initiating steps to be proactive in dealing with this 
situation.   
 The Consistories are in the process of gathering 
information in order to clarify what clearances are 
needed and who within each congregation’s program-
ming would be directly affected.  We will be staying 
in contact with various groups (like the Franklin 
County United Way) as they are sifting through all 
the various questions that are being ask in search of 
answers.   
 Part of our strategy is to also obtain all the various 
clearance application forms to have them available in 
the church office.  Since there will be minimal fees, 
the Consistories may approve payments to assist our 
volunteers. The following clearances will be re-
quired: Child Abuse History Form, Criminal Record 
Check Form, and FBI Fingerprint Check Form.  
 Do not panic.  Many of our church volunteers 
have these clearances because of their present jobs 
(school teachers, school aids, school bus drivers, em-
ployees of the Family Partnership, sports coaches).  
Clearances have been required the past number of 
years.  This however is the first time churches are 
now required to screen their volunteers.   

Lenten Envelopes 
During the season of Lent, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday (February 18), Christians meditate on 
the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, to free us 
from our sins. This time is an opportunity for us to 
appreciate what Jesus has done for us, and to live 
more mindfully. Fasting is one way of making our-
selves more aware of what we consume each day. It 
is an opportunity for us to sacrifice what we take for 
granted for the sake of others who need it much 
more. 
 
At Trinity, the Lenten envelopes 
are designated to support the work 
of the local Salvation Army. 
 
At St. Paul’s, the money collected 
will go to  
Christian Social Services. 

Lenten Calendars 

Daily Scripture Readings and Reflections for 

Lent are available at both churches. 
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Trinity’s Financial Update Secretary - Pam Carmack 
buckpcar@embarqmail.com 
(717)-485-4795 

St. Paul’s UCC 
228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 
(717)-485-5554 
mcbucc@embarqmail.com 
Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 
Trinity UCC 
P.O. Box 253 
13189 Main Street 
Fort Loudon, PA 17224 
(717)-369-4773 
trinityuccftloudon.webs.com 
www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 
www.ucc.org 

 Looking Back:  Thanks to everyone who supported Trinity 
financially in 2014.  During the year, 92% of our budget was 
achieved and 89% of those funds were expended on facilities, 
salaries, and programs.  Building projects completed by vol-
unteers at their expense were numerous and greatly appreciat-
ed.  Fundraisers yielded higher proceeds in 2014 than 2013.  
Proceeds from the January 17th potpie supper totaled 
$1,739.80.  Everyone’s generosity and teamwork made this 
event a huge success! 

THIS MONTH:  Reuse***Rethink 

1. Reuse your blankets and towels. Bring them to a local shelter that 
will be glad to put them to good use and give animals a soft, 
warm place to sit.   

2. Reuse seeds from fruit and vegetables and try to grow them! 

3.   Reuse old plastic bags. There are 10 creative ways to reuse plas-

tic bags here. 

4.   Reuse paper bags as school book covers, or be a little more crea-

tive with these ideas. 

5.   Cut used pieces of paper into scrap pieces of paper (a message 

pad!). 

6.   Reuse stove heat by opening up the stove once you are done with 

it and letting the warm air into your home in colder weather. Reuse 

the heat! 

7.   Reuse coffee grinds by keeping them aside and placing them into 

your garden or soil. 

8.   Reuse coffee that you don't drink by putting it over ice and plac-

ing it in the fridge for an iced coffee later. 

9.   Reuse Christmas trees (not the fake ones) by putting them out-

side for birds and letting it naturally break down. 
 

Month Received Budget to Date 
Expended to 
Date 

 
January 
 

$5,834.36 $6,055.58 $6,075.35 

Feb. 1-18 $3,112.01 $3,726.50 $1,797.98 

TOTAL 
YTD 

$8,946.37 $9,782.08 $7,873.33 
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
CONSISTORY MEETING  February 17, 2015 

 

Members present:  Loy Garber, Seleen Shives, Carol Mellott, Kirk Cover, Donna House, John Glazier and 
Pam Carmack.  Members absent:  Nancy Barmont and Hillary Alexander. 
Loy Garber opened the meeting with prayer. 
Officers were elected for the New Year, Loy Garber, President, Seleen Shives, Vice-President and Pam Car-
mack, Secretary. 
Minutes from the last meeting had been reviewed by all and were approved on a Carol Mellott and Kirk Cover 
motion. Treasurer’s report was reviewed and on a Pam Carmack, Donna House motion was approved as pre-
sented.  Treasurer’s report is attached. 
Income for January 2015  $5,852.30 
Expenses for January 2015 $6,111.65 
Interest Earned      $       2.08 
NET LOSS      $   257.27  
No bills were presented for payment at this time. 
Committee reports from Church Women and Christian Education were given.  Sunday school is doing well, 
and the Church Women met on Wednesday, February 11 and discussed the plans for the upcoming year.  The 
ladies have purchased new linoleum for the kitchen floor and it will be installed on February 18th.   
Memorial Fund balance of $130.00 was not designated for anything at this time. 
Discussion on the new order of worship and the bulletin layout was discussed.  Loy has been working on the 
bulletin and the order of service to simplify.  It will take a few weeks of trial and error. 
The Search Committee is Loy Garber, Donna House, Pam Carmack and Denise Grissinger. 
The Search Committee will be meeting with an interested Interim Minister on February 19, 2015; the candi-
date wants to see the parsonage and then will be going over to meet with Trinity’s Search Committee.  Donna 
House will be cleaning the parsonage on February 18th to be ready. The parsonage furniture was discussed; a 
couple of things will be needed when an Interim Pastor uses the residence.  Dishwasher needs repaired, some 
of the radiators need to be anchored, some paint touchup.  Yard sale items are currently being stored in the 
basement. 
There is a possibility that we will be able to have a Supply Pastor from Greencastle, a Supply Pastor would just  
fill the pulpit for worship. 
Loy has asked Denise to keep track of the fuel expense with the new furnace at the church, we are going to 
compare to last year.  Kirk suggested that we compare gallons, not dollars, because of the exceptional cold 
days we are having. 
On a John Glazier, Donna House motion it was approved to use up old bulletins and other extra paper we have 
for the bulletins before buying more. 
Communion is being moved from February 22, 2015 to March 1, 2015 because we will not have an Ordained 
Minister in the pulpit.  
Lenten studies will be continuing this year, alternating between St. Paul’s and Trinity. The study series by 
Rick Warren, Son of God, the Life of Jesus in You will be used.  Each church will provide the leader on their 
Sunday. 
Loy brought to the consistory’s attention the new state law concerning volunteers.  The law is still being re-
viewed and is to be implemented in July 2016.  Attached to the minutes is an explanation of the law and the 
fees involved.  There will be a file maintained in the church office, PA Child Protective Services Law.  A list 
of effected church volunteers was compiled and the church will offer to pay the fees incurred. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. by all praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pam Carmack, Secretary 
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Thank You from Pastor Valeria 
I would like to thank everyone for the well wishes, the kind words, the cards and thoughtful, generous gifts, 
and for the hugs and many other gestures of love and appreciation, as well as your prayers. You don’t know 
how much they mean to me, and I will cherish the memories of our time together for the rest of my life. 
God bless you all. 
Shalom, my friends. 
Pastor Valeria.  
Please be advised that the email address I have been using (stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com), will no 
longer be accessed by me, but by others at St. Paul’s. 
 

TRINITY CONSISTORY NOTES 
Trinity Consistory met on February 10, 2015 beginning with prayer by Glenn Crouse. 
Officers elected for the next year are as follows:  President- Rosie Shives, Vice-President- Linda Best, 
Treasurer- Glenn Crouse, Secretary- Kathy Hess and Assistant Secretary- Nancy Lawyer.  
The Trustees reported that St. Luke's will rent the church building for 3 more years.  New copies of the 
agreement will be signed and copies given to both churches.  
The Evangelism Committee reported that our next potpie supper will be on April 11, 2015. 
We have updated our custodian job description and will obtain signatures on the new agreement. 
The Search Committee for a new pastor will meet with a potential interim minister on February 19th. 
We are looking at purchasing envelopes from Mercersburg Printing for Trinity with our return address and 
the Trinity church image on the front left side.  We are checking out prices for regular or security lined enve-
lopes.  A decision should be made at the March meeting.  We also briefly discussed researching other invest-
ment options for the Memorial Fund.  We will also discuss this further at the March meeting. 
Pam Carmack is ordering 50 Lenten leaflets which will be used at both churches.  We will pay 1/2 of the 
cost.  Our Lenten offering will go to the Salvation Army this year.  Our Lenten Bible Study will be " Son of 
God- The Life of Jesus in You".  This 6 week session is written by Rick Warren.  The first session will be at 
St. Paul's beginning on February 22nd and alternating each Sunday with Trinity.                     
There is a seminar called "Growing Strong Churches" at Colonial Park, Harrisburg on Saturday, March 14th 
from 9:30 - 2:00 p.m.  The deadline to sign up for this is February 27th. 
The consistory is being requested to participate in a conference self-study since our conference is also look-
ing for a new leader.  There is an assessment called "Landscapes" that each consistory member is asked to 
complete. The self-study will take place over the next few months.  
There is a seminar for church volunteers being  held on February 19th at the Falling Spring Presbyterian 
Church from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  The seminar is about volunteers dealing with children. 
Under other business, it was approved to pay a substitute pastor $75.00 rather than $55.00 since $75.00 is 
what St. Paul's pays for one Sunday.  We discussed our Ash Wednesday service which is February 18th here 
at Trinity at 7:00 p.m. 
Bible School will be at Trinity this year. It will take place the 2nd full week of July beginning on July 12th. 
A new list of building work that needs to be done will be created.  Linda Best stated that Corinna Rotz sug-
gested that we have a Spring clean-up day. 
With no further business,  our meeting was adjourned with the praying of our Lord's Prayer. 
Submitted by Kathy Hess, Secretary 
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St. Paul’s Flowers 
 

Sally Cover and Linda Grissinger 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

Trinity’s Ushers 
 

Edgar Hess and Jeff Zeis 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

St. Paul’s Ushers 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

 HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY  

 
 

PRAYER LIST 

 
Family of Harold Keefer 
Family of Bob Lawyer 
Family of Sarah Gordon 
Family of Thelma Miller 
Family of Warren Daniels 
Family of Susan Ott 
Family of Arnetta Mellott  
Family of Roger Byers 
Bob Carmack 
Bertha Byers         
Betty Daniels       
Dorothy and Paul Stevens 
Gary Stevens       
Gene, Elsie and Barb Bricker    
Joyce and Thurman Hassler       
Military and families             
Sponsored Children:  Adrianus, Marc 
Philip, Thierry, Marcela   
Zeis family 
Jean McLucas 
Diane Baxter 
Janis Cutchall 
Kylene McLucas Arwood 
All individuals and families affected by 
cancer 
All Sunday school classes 

 
 

Please let us know of any 

changes, additions or corrections to the Prayer 

and Birthday lists. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
1  Nancy Lawyer 
3  Gary Sweeney 
8  Zachary Long 
  Nathan Rosenberry 
10  Taylor Myers 
15  Beth Ann Daniels 
  Carole Grissinger Sieber 
16  Chris Myers  
17  Tom Hamil 
  Mechele Shives 
  Kelsey Barclay 
19  Eileen Hornbaker 
21  Jessica Pryor 
25  Hillary Alexander 
30  Clint Alexander 
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MARCH 2016 
 

 
Wednesday   Trinity’s Prayer and Praise, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sundays   Lenten Studies:  Trinity - March 1, 15, 29 
   St. Paul’s - Feb. 22, March 8, 22 
 

Sunday, March 1   St. Paul’s contemporary worship and lunch 
 

Sunday, March 8   Daylight Savings Time Begins 
   Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 
 

Tuesday, March 10   Trinity Consistory 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 11   St. Paul’s Church Women United meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 
Saturday, March 14   Trinity Film and Food Night 
 

Sunday, March 15   One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
   Trinity’s Special Offering for the Building Fund 
 

Tuesday, March 17   St. Paul’s Consistory 7:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, March 20   SPRING BEGINS!!! 

    
Sunday, March 29   Palm Sunday 
 

Thursday, April 2   Maundy Thursday at St. Paul’s at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, April 3   Good Friday  
   St. Paul’s community service at Methodist Church at 12-3 p.m. 
 

Sunday, April 5   Easter, Praise the Lord 
   Communion at Trinity and St. Paul’s 
   No lunch at St. Paul’s 

 

 
 
 
 


