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The Beacon 
“With all your heart you must trust the Lord and 
not your own judgment.  Always let Him lead you, 
and He will clear the road for you to follow.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
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TRINITY IS REACHING OUT 

Trinity has partnered with Franklin County Library System through a 
generous grant from Community State Bank to set up public commu-
nity wi-fi in a circle around the church.  We are not sure exactly how 
large that circle will be, but it will certainly reach as far as Mill and 
Mullen Streets and the square. 
This means that people will even be able to park in the Trinity lot or 
sit under the pavilion to use the wi-fi signal.  Residents in nearby 
homes will be able to access it, as well. 
When Fort Loudon Library closed, FCLS pledged to look for new ways to serve the community, and heard 
many times over that residents missed the internet access.  The church steeple offers heights above 
neighboring rooftops from which it will work to position external wi-fi access points that can broadcast 
the signal. 
An additional donor stepped forward to fund the final installation costs, and if the wi-fi is well-used,  
additional community collaborators can assist the library system with the monthly costs after 2021. 
The equipment has not yet been installed, so stayed tuned for start up 
information. 
 
Bernice 
 

Is there anything more reassuring than a church pew? 

Simple. Humble. Sturdy. Two rough-hewn planks, fastened with a handful 
of nails, permanently fixed to the floor—and open to all. Occasionally  

padded, often not; not comfortable, exactly, but comforting. An invitation to the weary traveler to sit and 
hear the Word of God proclaimed; a simple reminder that we follow a humble, crucified carpenter; the  

perfect symbol that all are equal at the foot of the cross. From the greatest king to the poorest pauper, 
from the holiest saint to the most desperate sinner, all have sat in these pews before us, pondering their 
failings and begging for mercy. Despite the advent of stadium-style seating and auditorium-like worship 
halls, the simple, ancient pew endures—and no wonder, because it is, and always has been, the perfect 
metaphor for the faith. 

Seating in churches didn’t really become a thing until parishioners got bored enough to wish they were 
sitting down—that is, about the time of the Protestant Reformation. 

Except—nothing I just said is even remotely true. In fact, it’s pretty much the exact opposite of all that. 
Would you like to know the true story of the pew? Okay, then—buckle up. (But not actually, though, be-
cause pews don’t have seatbelts.) 

It turns out that there’s no evidence of churches having seating of any kind for at least the first 1,400 years 
or so of Christianity. In other words, Augustine, Athanasius, Jerome, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, John 
Calvin—all those guys very likely lived their whole lives attending churches that were standing-room-only. 
During ancient Christian worship, parishioners could stand, kneel, or even mill about the nave if they so 
chose. There’s no record of whether they engaged in stage dives and crowd surfing, so we’re forced to as-
sume they did……..read the complete article at christianpopculture.com 

The History of Pews Is Just as Terrible and Embarrassing as You’d Imagine  Luke T. Harrington 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2006/october-online-only/oddness-of-pews.html
https://christandpopculture.com/author/luketharrington/


 

 



 





 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7  Eli Rotz 

8  Charlotte Mester 

9  Carrin McElhinny 

11  Leighton Kulp 

13                  Millie Mester 

14  Carol Mellott 

17  John Daniels 

  John Daniels, Jr. 

19  Christie Dick 

20  Denny Buterbaugh 

21  Emily Dick 

24  Sherry Disney 

26  Susan Glazier 

27  Scott Arwood 

28  Kirk Cover 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The healing of our nation+ 
Amanda Mitchell 
Russ McLucas 
Linda Sowers 
Ed Hayes 
Denise’s sister Connie 
Lana Pine 
Kylene McLucas Arwood 
Elizabeth Kerlin 
Chase Andrews 
Bernice Crouse’s 96 yr. Aunt Marie and family 
Korbyn Rotz 
Mary Haubrick 
Skip and Betty Daniels 
Nicole Hummel 
Carl and Carol Mellott  
Dennis Hess 
Robert Door 
Nancy Barmont 
Sawyer and Jan Bye family 
Meril Fetters 
Ernie Tarner 
Jessica Truax 
Corinna Rotz 

Zereau Higgins and family 
Sarah Baker 

Bernice's friend Christa 
Zeis family 
Chris Myers uncle Ed Vance 
Military and families 
Our Church & ministries, Sunday school classes 
Teachers and students, front line workers 
All affected by Covid-19, health, life, livelihood 
Emily & Brad Rotz 
Bill & Ann Hays  

Leah Hamil  
Kathleen Pappas 
Dee & Ken Hupp  
Summer Hoover and 
daughter Ruby  
God’s people 
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Sunday, May 2     NO Communion! 

      R/S for June 6, Joint Worship at Cowan’s Gap  

Thursdays      Online Bible study 3:30 p.m. on Zoom  

      Meeting ID: 828 9251 4169 

Second Sunday each month   Trinity Eldercare Offering 

Third Sunday each month    Trinity’s Building Fund Offering 

Sunday, May 9     Mother’s Day 

      Special Offering for Homewood Retirement Homes 

      St. Paul’s will send $100.00 from morning offering plate 

Tuesday, May 11     Trinity Consistory meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 12    St. Paul’s Church Women United meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Thurs. & Fri., May 13th & 14th   St. Paul’s Annual Yard Sale, help will be needed! 

Saturday, May 15     Trinity BBQ Fundraiser 

Tuesday, May 18     St. Paul’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 23     Pentecost: WEAR RED!  Strengthen the Church Offering 

Sunday, May 31     St. Paul’s Welcoming the Duffeys into membership. 

Friday, June 4     Trinity Swim party watch for details 

Sunday, June 6     Joint Service and service at Cowan’s Gap with Communion 

Sunday, June 20      Father’s Day   


