
 

   

                   APRIL 2012  

The Newsletter of 

       St. Paul’s  
UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST  
McConnellsburg  

 

       Trinity 
UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST  
Fort Loudon  

 

 

The Fort Loudon-McConnellsburg Charge 

                            of the  

              United Church of Christ 

                228 North 2nd Street 

          McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stamp 

The Beacon 

Deadline  Tuesday, April 24 

Church Pick-up/Email  Sunday, April 29 

Postal   Monday, April 30 

   

     May Newsletter 

If you would like to get your newsletter emailed to you,  

please send an email with your name to:  

mcbucc@embarqmail.com and help us save paper and  

postage.  Thank You!  ************************** 

IF YOU RECEVIE MORE THAN ONE COPY BY EMAIL, 
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“Thy Will Be Done.” 

Matthew 6:10 

Pot Pie Supper 

Trinity will hold its next chicken, ham, and beef pot pie supper on Saturday, April 14, from 

4:00 to 7:00 p.m., in the Fort Loudon Community Center (Hawbaker Drive and Mullen 

Street). You may eat in or order carry-outs. Adult meals are $7.50. Meals for children ages 7 

to 12 are $5 and children under 7 eat free. The menu includes pepper slaw, applesauce, 

pickles, cake, punch, and coffee. Chopped onions and vinegar will be available. The meal is 

all you can eat, served buffet style. Join us for good food and fellowship!  

Please see Rosie Shives if you are able to donate ham or beef. 

 

Easter Sunrise Services 
Experience the Son rise!  

The Fort Loudon Community Easter Sunrise 

service will be held at Freedom Lighthouse Min-

istries, at 6:30 a.m. – outside, weather permit-

ting. A light breakfast will follow. 

The McConnellsburg Community Sunrise ser-

vice will also be held at 6:30 a.m.: either at the 

Presbyterian church, or at the White Church by 

Union Cemetery. More information will be 

forthcoming. 
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Message from Your Pastor 

 

“Thy Will Be Done.” 

Matthew 6:10 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Every Sunday, we pray these words together when we say the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy will be done.” The Lord’s 

Prayer is the most common and best known prayer of all Christianity worldwide. For many Christians, it is the 

prayer they say when they are at a loss for words. For me personally, it is the prayer I say first every night, be-

fore I thank God for the day, and then make my personal requests. 

 Jesus told his disciples to use these words when they pray, and he used them himself, in his darkest and 

loneliest hour in the garden Gethsemane, when his friends had deserted him, and he knew he would be killed: 

“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” (Matthew 

26:39) And again, a little later on: “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” (26:42)

 Jesus did not want to die. That was not his wish. But he trusted God enough that he accepted God’s will and 

put it before his own.    

 When we pray those words, “Thy will be done”, every Sunday, or possibly even every day, do we really 

mean them? Are we really willing to accept God’s will? Or are our prayers more like in the following story: 

 A man wanted to go on a diet. And he was so commited to making it work that he even changed his driving 

route to the office. In the past, he’d always stopped off at the bakery for a box of treats. But he was now 

determined never to go into that bakery again.                          

 Things were going along pretty well until one day he walked into the office with a huge box of delicious 

looking sweets. His coworkers began to tease him about it when he said, “Wait a minute. You’ll never believe 

what happened. On my way to work this morning I accidentally drove by the bakery. I thought to myself, this 

must be God’s will. So I prayed, ‘Lord, if it’s your will that I stop at the bakery today, I pray that a parking 

spot will open up right in front of the bakery door.’ And sure enough, the eighth time around the block, a spot 

opened up!“ 

  This is just a humorous way of pointing out the truth: That we ask for God’s will to be done, but usually 

only if it is the same as ours: that an ill family member gets well. That we find a job. That our children will 

always be good. That our church will grow.                       

  But what if that is not God’s will?  

  Sometimes, God’s will is hard to accept. Jesus’ death is the best example of that, and I am sure you have 

had experiences in your own lives where your prayers remained unanswered - or at least what you had prayed 

for did not happen. Prayers are never unanswered.  

  Growing in faith means growing in trust that God‘s will is what’s best for us, in the long run, even if we do 

not understand it at the time.  

 When you read this, we will be very close to celebrating Easter: the day that Jesus Christ was raised from 

the dead. That was God’s will for Jesus: not death, but life. Not despair, but hope. Not pain, but healing. That 

is God’s will for you as well.  

 Next time you pray “Thy will be done“, try to trust God’s will. Trust his plan for your life. 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope.“ (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

In His Name, 

 

Pastor Valeria.  
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Birth Announcement 
Trinity is very happy to welcome their newest member: Taylor Alexis Myers was born on 

March 10, weighing 8 lbs 5.1 ozs and measuring 20.5 inches. Congratulations to parents Heidi and Christo-

pher Myers, big sister Amber, grandparents Glenn and Bernice Crouse and Doug and Deb Myers, aunt 

Bethany Crouse, and great-grandmother Doris Ray! May God continue to bless this family.  

 

 

 

 

Trinity’s Peach Festival 
Plans for our second annual Peach Festival are underway, for Saturday, August 18. Mark your calendars – 

and the bakers among you: please plan to make lots of peach pies and cobblers! We sold out last year and 

are expecting an even larger turnout this year. 

We encourage you to submit your favorite peach recipes to be included in the 2012 Peach 

Recipe Booklet. Email recipes to: Chairperson, Bernice Crouse at: bdcfcls@innernet.net. 

Hard copies will also be accepted. Please limit hard copies to two since they will need to 

be re-typed.  

Craft vendors and home-based businesses, please contact Anna Rotz for an application. 

If you are interested in participating in the art show, please contact Linda Best. 

Appreciation Luncheon and Hymn Sing at St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s Church Women are inviting the congregation for a turkey meal on Saturday, April 28, at 12:00 

noon. The meal will be served in honor of all members who have done (and continue to do) much for our 

church. Please join us to show them that they are appreciated, and are still a very 

important part of our church family. We will have a time of hymn singing, and we 

hope to be able to present our new elevator lift. 

 

 It Is Easy Being Green 
 

This month: Be creative and green! April 22 is Earth Day, so take a moment to think about new, creative 

ways of caring for our planet. Approximately 300 million tons of plastic are produced worldwide each year. 

About 90% of that will be thrown away. Since plastic is so durable, it can last for hundreds of years before 

breaking down, if it ever will. Avoid buying plastic containers to begin with, and buy products packaged in 

cardboard or glass. They are easily recycled. Buy large containers instead of single serving sizes. When you 

do have plastic, instead of throwing it in the trash, try reusing as much as possible: Pack your lunch in a yo-

gurt or cool whip container. CD cases make nice picture frames. Baby food containers are great for storing 

small embellishments, or for packaging gifts or party favors. Even make a waterproof matchbox by gluing a 

piece of sandpaper on top.  

These are just a few suggestions. Go green, and be creative! If you have some green tips to share, please give 

them to Pastor Valeria.  

Easter Egg Hunt at St. Paul’s 
On Easter Sunday, April 8, all children are invited for an egg hunt at the church, following our 

11:00 a.m. worship. Donations of small toys or candy will gladly be accepted. Please invite your 

family and friends to join us in celebrating LIFE! 

mailto:bdcfcls@innernet.net
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Month Received Budget  Expended 

Jan. –

Feb. 

 

$9,095.20 $11,640.34 $7,855.98 

Mar. 1-18 $2,743.94 $3,133.98 $4,123.71 

Total $11,839.14 $14,774.32 $11,979.69 

Trinity’s Financial Update 
Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 

stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-3369 

Secretary - Pam Carmack 

buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-4795 

St. Paul’s UCC 

228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

(717)-485-5554 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com 

Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 

Trinity UCC 

P.O. Box 253 

13189 Main Street 

Fort Loudon, PA 17224 

(717)-369-4773 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org 

www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 

www.ucc.org 

Thanks to all members who regularly support the 

church financially. If ALL of our members commit 

to our church’s mission we will be able to make an 

even more positive influence on our community. 

 

Glenn Crouse 

 

  

Attention:  Trinity’s college students 
 

Trinity scholarship fund applications for the  2012-13 academic year are due by April 30. Forms may be 

picked up at the church. Remember that a transcript from current studies must be returned with each applica-

tion to verify qualifications. If you have questions about this process, contact Glenn at 369-2271. 

 

 

                                                                       Trinity’s Scholarship Fund 
 

 

 

 

    

 

Flowers at St. Paul’s 
Fresh flowers are a beautiful way of decorating our sanctuary. We are aware, however, that they 

can be costly, and are hard to find during some months of the year. This is to inform everyone that 

there are several nice silk flower arrangements at the church that can be used at any time. Also, 

flower committee members, please be reminded that it is part of your responsibility to 

check the altar candles and change the paraments when necessary (refer to the list on 

the bulletin board in the church office). If you have questions or need someone to fill 

in for you, please contact Mary Haubrick or Pastor Valeria. Thank you! 

 
 

The Bible in a Nutshell 
God made        Eve bit       Noah arked       Abraham split 

Joseph ruled       Jacob fooled     Bush talked       Moses balked 

Pharaoh plagued      People walked    Sea divided       Tablets guided 

Promise landed      Saul freaked     David peeked       Prophets warned 

Jesus born        God Walked     Love talked       Anger crucified 

Hope died        Love rose      Spirit flamed       Word spread 

God remained.                              

 

                              

 Jim Spinks 

 

To learn more, read the original!  

callto:+1369-2271
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Trinity United Church of Christ Fort Loudon 

Consistory Meeting Minutes     March  13, 2012 

 

 

Trustees Report: We  have received on estimate of $3,000.00 to fix the chimney and stairway.  We are waiting 

for the second estimate.  Consistory members volunteered to clean up a tree limb which fell down in the ceme-

tery behind the church. 

 

Evangelism committee:  The next pot pie supper will be held April 14. The cost of the dinner for adults will be 

raised to $7.50.  The Spring Festival will be held at the church on May 19th. 

 

There was an extensive discussion on the visit of Laurene Bowers on February 29th regarding church growth.  

After reviewing our current attendance she stated that it is very hard to keep a congregation going when there 

are less than 50 people attending regular services.  She told those attending the meeting that we have three 

choices as a congregation:  1) We can decide that we will do whatever is necessary to make the church grow 

even if it means that there will be some changes made that will be different than the current way of doing 

things and may be uncomfortable at first; 2) We can decide that we wish to keep the church going the same 

way as it is as long as possible to serve the members currently attending,  not making efforts to help the church 

grow and eventually disband as members are lost; or 3) we can decide to do nothing which will lead to the 

same result as the 2nd choice.  She said that the church as a whole should agree on which course to take.  She 

stated that if our wish it to help the church grow we would have to get out into the community.   She also said 

that our Sanctuary is a beautiful asset and we should make sure that first time visitors enter the church this way 

to show off our best feature.  She suggested that current church members begin to enter the front door if possi-

ble in order to let people passing by know that there is an active church here.  Consistory members stated that 

we should start by finding out why current members of the congregation have stopped coming to services and 

if there are changes that could be made which would encourage them to return to the church.  It was suggested 

that we have a Family Reunion Sunday and make a special effort to have people come.  

 

A review and edit of the active membership list shows there are currently 75 active members.   

 

Other Business:  The consistory is in contact with Church Mutual Insurance to see if we can get a better rate 

for our Church insurance. 

 

As directed by the congregation at the Annual Meeting, the consistory reviewed the Scholarship Fund Policy.  

This review was necessary due to the current low interest rates being paid on the principle leaving very little 

interest to distribute to the recipients.  Current policy requires that the annual collection at Trinity be added to 

the principle.  Money added to the interest can only be given by donations so designated by the donor.  To 

give discretion to the Scholarship Committee to add the Trinity annual collection either to the principle or to 

the interest given to the recipients,   the document will be changes by adding, “Additions to the interest 

amount shall be accepted from:  1) Proceeds from an annual collection at Trinity U.C.C. and 2) Donations so 

designated by the donor. “  In this way when no scholarships are to be awarded the money collected can be 

added to the principle and when there are scholarships to be awarded money can be added to the interest.  

 

It was also noted that the Policy states that there are to be four members of the Scholarship Committee.  Since 

there are currently only 3 members another member is needed.  A review of the Scholarship Application re-

vealed some corrections which need to be made.  A new application will be prepared. 

 

The church copier will be serviced due to bad copies. 

 

The church community Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 1.   

 

Thelma Miller is giving away the organ she has in her home and asked if we know of anyone who would be 

interested in taking it. 
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St. Paul’s Flowers 
 

Sally Cover (485-4144 

Linda Grissinger (485-5446) 

 

Call the above person(s) if you wish to order 

flowers in memory/ honor of someone. 

 

Trinity’s Ushers 

 

Zereau Higgins 

Corinna Rotz 

 
Thank You for Serving! 

 

St. Paul’s Ushers 
 

Jody and Hunter 

Buterbaugh 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

 HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAY  

2  Paul Stevens 

  Mark Washabaugh 

5  Janis Cutchall 

6  Cindy Armstrong 

  Jenna Armstrong 

8  Lori Rotz 

10     Amanda Daniels Neal 

12  Jo-Ann Sheffield 

14  Gene Bricker 

17  Dody Hopkins 

19  Pastor Valeria 

20  Dennis Carmack 

21  Tamela Mellott Bard 

  Jillian Lassen 

23  Heidi Myers 

27  Merle Fetters 

29  Glenn Crouse 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Bertha Byers         

Betty Daniels 

Betty Grissinger 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer             

Audrey Mitchell    

Dorothy and Paul Stevens     

Gene and Elsie Bricker    

Gladys Williams        

Harold and Betty Keefer 

Joyce and Thurman Hassler     

Liberty Crouse 

Linda Litton 

Military and families          

Rev. Steve and Pat Robertson 

Roger and Lois Byers    

Sponsored Children:  Yonatan, Marc 

Philip, Thierry, Marcela   

Sandy Richards 

Thelma Miller 

Zeis family 

Justin Hege 

Justin Jr. and Blaze Hege 

Malcolm and Lorraine Richardson 

Jean McLucas 

St. Paul’s Care Team 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

The people of Japan 

The people in the Middle East 

The people of Eastern Africa 

All individuals and families affected 

by cancer 

 

 

 

 
Please let us know of any changes, additions 

or corrections to the Prayer and Birthday 

lists. Thank you! 
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 APRIL 2012 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Wednesdays Trinity’s Choir practice, 7:00 p.m.; Prayer and Praise, 8:00 p.m.;  

 except April 4 
Thursdays St. Paul’s Band practice, 6:00 p.m.; Choir practice, 7:00 p.m. 

 except April 5 
Sunday, April 1 St. Paul’s Contemporary worship, 11:00 a.m. 

  Final Lenten study at Trinity, 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 5 Maundy Thursday service at Trinity with Holy Communion around 

the table, 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 6 McConnellsburg Community Good Friday service at St. Paul’s, 

12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

 Fort Loudon Community Good Friday service at Fort Loudon Meth-

odist church, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 8 Halleluiah – The Lord Is Risen! 

Fort Loudon Community Easter Sunrise service at Freedom Light-

house Ministries, 6:30 a.m., followed by refreshments 

 McConnellsburg Community Easter Sunrise service, 6:30 a.m., loca-

tion to be determined (Presbyterian or White Church) 

 Holy Communion during 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services 

 Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

 Please return your Lenten envelopes 

Tuesday, April 10 Trinity’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 11 St. Paul’s Church Women United meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 14 Trinity’s Pot Pie Supper at the Fort Loudon Community Center,  

 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 15 Trinity’s Special Offering for the Building Fund 

Tuesday, April 17 St. Paul’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 22 Earth Day 

 Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

Saturday, April 28 St. Paul’s Appreciation Luncheon, 12:00 noon 

Monday, April 30 Trinity’s Evangelism Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 1 Trinity’s Peach Festival meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 6 Mercersburg Association Meeting in Waynesboro 

 

Worship Services During Holy Week 
Please join us for the following worship services in celebration of Holy Week: 

Maundy Thursday:  Worship around the table with Holy Communion and a simple meal at 

  Trinity, 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday:    McConnellsburg Community service at St. Paul’s with area pastors  

  preaching on the Seven Last Words of Christ, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

         Fort Loudon Community service at the Methodist church, 7:00 p.m. 
Please join us to meditate on and share what Jesus Christ has done and continues to do for us. 
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Message from Your Pastor 

 

“Thy Will Be Done.” 

Matthew 6:10 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Every Sunday, we pray these words together when we say the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy will be done.” The Lord’s 

Prayer is the most common and best known prayer of all Christianity worldwide. For many Christians, it is the 

prayer they say when they are at a loss for words. For me personally, it is the prayer I say first every night, be-

fore I thank God for the day, and then make my personal requests. 

 Jesus told his disciples to use these words when they pray, and he used them himself, in his darkest and 

loneliest hour in the garden Gethsemane, when his friends had deserted him, and he knew he would be killed: 

“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” (Matthew 

26:39) And again, a little later on: “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” (26:42)

 Jesus did not want to die. That was not his wish. But he trusted God enough that he accepted God’s will and 

put it before his own.    

 When we pray those words, “Thy will be done”, every Sunday, or possibly even every day, do we really 

mean them? Are we really willing to accept God’s will? Or are our prayers more like in the following story: 

 A man wanted to go on a diet. And he was so commited to making it work that he even changed his driving 

route to the office. In the past, he’d always stopped off at the bakery for a box of treats. But he was now 

determined never to go into that bakery again.                          

 Things were going along pretty well until one day he walked into the office with a huge box of delicious 

looking sweets. His coworkers began to tease him about it when he said, “Wait a minute. You’ll never believe 

what happened. On my way to work this morning I accidentally drove by the bakery. I thought to myself, this 

must be God’s will. So I prayed, ‘Lord, if it’s your will that I stop at the bakery today, I pray that a parking 

spot will open up right in front of the bakery door.’ And sure enough, the eighth time around the block, a spot 

opened up!“ 

  This is just a humorous way of pointing out the truth: That we ask for God’s will to be done, but usually 

only if it is the same as ours: that an ill family member gets well. That we find a job. That our children will 

always be good. That our church will grow.                       

  But what if that is not God’s will?  

  Sometimes, God’s will is hard to accept. Jesus’ death is the best example of that, and I am sure you have 

had experiences in your own lives where your prayers remained unanswered - or at least what you had prayed 

for did not happen. Prayers are never unanswered.  

  Growing in faith means growing in trust that God‘s will is what’s best for us, in the long run, even if we do 

not understand it at the time.  

 When you read this, we will be very close to celebrating Easter: the day that Jesus Christ was raised from 

the dead. That was God’s will for Jesus: not death, but life. Not despair, but hope. Not pain, but healing. That 

is God’s will for you as well.  

 Next time you pray “Thy will be done“, try to trust God’s will. Trust his plan for your life. 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope.“ (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

In His Name, 

 

Pastor Valeria.  
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Birth Announcement 
Trinity is very happy to welcome their newest member: Taylor Alexis Myers was born on 

March 10, weighing 8 lbs 5.1 ozs and measuring 20.5 inches. Congratulations to parents Heidi and Christo-

pher Myers, big sister Amber, grandparents Glenn and Bernice Crouse and Doug and Deb Myers, aunt 

Bethany Crouse, and great-grandmother Doris Ray! May God continue to bless this family.  

 

 

 

 

Trinity’s Peach Festival 
Plans for our second annual Peach Festival are underway, for Saturday, August 18. Mark your calendars – 

and the bakers among you: please plan to make lots of peach pies and cobblers! We sold out last year and 

are expecting an even larger turnout this year. 

We encourage you to submit your favorite peach recipes to be included in the 2012 Peach 

Recipe Booklet. Email recipes to: Chairperson, Bernice Crouse at: bdcfcls@innernet.net. 

Hard copies will also be accepted. Please limit hard copies to two since they will need to 

be re-typed.  

Craft vendors and home-based businesses, please contact Anna Rotz for an application. 

If you are interested in participating in the art show, please contact Linda Best. 

Appreciation Luncheon and Hymn Sing at St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s Church Women are inviting the congregation for a turkey meal on Saturday, April 28, at 12:00 

noon. The meal will be served in honor of all members who have done (and continue to do) much for our 

church. Please join us to show them that they are appreciated, and are still a very 

important part of our church family. We will have a time of hymn singing, and we 

hope to be able to present our new elevator lift. 

 

 It Is Easy Being Green 
 

This month: Be creative and green! April 22 is Earth Day, so take a moment to think about new, creative 

ways of caring for our planet. Approximately 300 million tons of plastic are produced worldwide each year. 

About 90% of that will be thrown away. Since plastic is so durable, it can last for hundreds of years before 

breaking down, if it ever will. Avoid buying plastic containers to begin with, and buy products packaged in 

cardboard or glass. They are easily recycled. Buy large containers instead of single serving sizes. When you 

do have plastic, instead of throwing it in the trash, try reusing as much as possible: Pack your lunch in a yo-

gurt or cool whip container. CD cases make nice picture frames. Baby food containers are great for storing 

small embellishments, or for packaging gifts or party favors. Even make a waterproof matchbox by gluing a 

piece of sandpaper on top.  

These are just a few suggestions. Go green, and be creative! If you have some green tips to share, please give 

them to Pastor Valeria.  

Easter Egg Hunt at St. Paul’s 
On Easter Sunday, April 8, all children are invited for an egg hunt at the church, following our 

11:00 a.m. worship. Donations of small toys or candy will gladly be accepted. Please invite your 

family and friends to join us in celebrating LIFE! 

mailto:bdcfcls@innernet.net
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Flowers at St. Paul’s 
Fresh flowers are a beautiful way of decorating our sanctuary. We are aware, however, that they 

can be costly, and are hard to find during some months of the year. This is to inform everyone that 

there are several nice silk flower arrangements at the church that can be used at any time. Also, 

flower committee members, please be reminded that it is part of your responsibility to 

check the altar candles and change the paraments when necessary (refer to the list on 

the bulletin board in the church office). If you have questions or need someone to fill 

in for you, please contact Mary Haubrick or Pastor Valeria. Thank you! 

 
 

The Bible in a Nutshell 
God made        Eve bit       Noah arked       Abraham split 

Joseph ruled       Jacob fooled     Bush talked       Moses balked 

Pharaoh plagued      People walked    Sea divided       Tablets guided 

Promise landed      Saul freaked     David peeked       Prophets warned 

Jesus born        God Walked     Love talked       Anger crucified 

Hope died        Love rose      Spirit flamed       Word spread 

God remained.                              

 

                              

 Jim Spinks 

 

To learn more, read the original!  

callto:+1369-2271
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Trinity United Church of Christ Fort Loudon 

Consistory Meeting Minutes     March  13, 2012 

 

 

Trustees Report: We  have received on estimate of $3,000.00 to fix the chimney and stairway.  We are waiting 

for the second estimate.  Consistory members volunteered to clean up a tree limb which fell down in the ceme-

tery behind the church. 

 

Evangelism committee:  The next pot pie supper will be held April 14. The cost of the dinner for adults will be 

raised to $7.50.  The Spring Festival will be held at the church on May 19th. 

 

There was an extensive discussion on the visit of Laurene Bowers on February 29th regarding church growth.  

After reviewing our current attendance she stated that it is very hard to keep a congregation going when there 

are less than 50 people attending regular services.  She told those attending the meeting that we have three 

choices as a congregation:  1) We can decide that we will do whatever is necessary to make the church grow 

even if it means that there will be some changes made that will be different than the current way of doing 

things and may be uncomfortable at first; 2) We can decide that we wish to keep the church going the same 

way as it is as long as possible to serve the members currently attending,  not making efforts to help the church 

grow and eventually disband as members are lost; or 3) we can decide to do nothing which will lead to the 

same result as the 2nd choice.  She said that the church as a whole should agree on which course to take.  She 

stated that if our wish it to help the church grow we would have to get out into the community.   She also said 

that our Sanctuary is a beautiful asset and we should make sure that first time visitors enter the church this way 

to show off our best feature.  She suggested that current church members begin to enter the front door if possi-

ble in order to let people passing by know that there is an active church here.  Consistory members stated that 

we should start by finding out why current members of the congregation have stopped coming to services and 

if there are changes that could be made which would encourage them to return to the church.  It was suggested 

that we have a Family Reunion Sunday and make a special effort to have people come.  

 

A review and edit of the active membership list shows there are currently 75 active members.   

 

Other Business:  The consistory is in contact with Church Mutual Insurance to see if we can get a better rate 

for our Church insurance. 

 

As directed by the congregation at the Annual Meeting, the consistory reviewed the Scholarship Fund Policy.  

This review was necessary due to the current low interest rates being paid on the principle leaving very little 

interest to distribute to the recipients.  Current policy requires that the annual collection at Trinity be added to 

the principle.  Money added to the interest can only be given by donations so designated by the donor.  To 

give discretion to the Scholarship Committee to add the Trinity annual collection either to the principle or to 

the interest given to the recipients,   the document will be changes by adding, “Additions to the interest 

amount shall be accepted from:  1) Proceeds from an annual collection at Trinity U.C.C. and 2) Donations so 

designated by the donor. “  In this way when no scholarships are to be awarded the money collected can be 

added to the principle and when there are scholarships to be awarded money can be added to the interest.  

 

It was also noted that the Policy states that there are to be four members of the Scholarship Committee.  Since 

there are currently only 3 members another member is needed.  A review of the Scholarship Application re-

vealed some corrections which need to be made.  A new application will be prepared. 

 

The church copier will be serviced due to bad copies. 

 

The church community Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 1.   

 

Thelma Miller is giving away the organ she has in her home and asked if we know of anyone who would be 

interested in taking it. 
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St. Paul’s Flowers 
 

Sally Cover (485-4144 

Linda Grissinger (485-5446) 

 

Call the above person(s) if you wish to order 

flowers in memory/ honor of someone. 

 

Trinity’s Ushers 

 

Zereau Higgins 

Corinna Rotz 

 
Thank You for Serving! 

 

St. Paul’s Ushers 
 

Jody and Hunter 

Buterbaugh 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

 HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAY  

2  Paul Stevens 

  Mark Washabaugh 

5  Janis Cutchall 

6  Cindy Armstrong 

  Jenna Armstrong 

8  Lori Rotz 

10     Amanda Daniels Neal 

12  Jo-Ann Sheffield 

14  Gene Bricker 

17  Dody Hopkins 

19  Pastor Valeria 

20  Dennis Carmack 

21  Tamela Mellott Bard 

  Jillian Lassen 

23  Heidi Myers 

27  Merle Fetters 

29  Glenn Crouse 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Bertha Byers         

Betty Daniels 

Betty Grissinger 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer             

Audrey Mitchell    

Dorothy and Paul Stevens     

Gene and Elsie Bricker    

Gladys Williams        

Harold and Betty Keefer 

Joyce and Thurman Hassler     

Liberty Crouse 

Linda Litton 

Military and families          

Rev. Steve and Pat Robertson 

Roger and Lois Byers    

Sponsored Children:  Yonatan, Marc 

Philip, Thierry, Marcela   

Sandy Richards 

Thelma Miller 

Zeis family 

Justin Hege 

Justin Jr. and Blaze Hege 

Malcolm and Lorraine Richardson 

Jean McLucas 

St. Paul’s Care Team 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

The people of Japan 

The people in the Middle East 

The people of Eastern Africa 

All individuals and families affected 

by cancer 

 

 

 

 
Please let us know of any changes, additions 

or corrections to the Prayer and Birthday 

lists. Thank you! 
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 APRIL 2012 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Wednesdays Trinity’s Choir practice, 7:00 p.m.; Prayer and Praise, 8:00 p.m.;  

 except April 4 
Thursdays St. Paul’s Band practice, 6:00 p.m.; Choir practice, 7:00 p.m. 

 except April 5 
Sunday, April 1 St. Paul’s Contemporary worship, 11:00 a.m. 

  Final Lenten study at Trinity, 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 5 Maundy Thursday service at Trinity with Holy Communion around 

the table, 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 6 McConnellsburg Community Good Friday service at St. Paul’s, 

12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

 Fort Loudon Community Good Friday service at Fort Loudon Meth-

odist church, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 8 Halleluiah – The Lord Is Risen! 

Fort Loudon Community Easter Sunrise service at Freedom Light-

house Ministries, 6:30 a.m., followed by refreshments 

 McConnellsburg Community Easter Sunrise service, 6:30 a.m., loca-

tion to be determined (Presbyterian or White Church) 

 Holy Communion during 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services 

 Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

 Please return your Lenten envelopes 

Tuesday, April 10 Trinity’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 11 St. Paul’s Church Women United meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 14 Trinity’s Pot Pie Supper at the Fort Loudon Community Center,  

 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 15 Trinity’s Special Offering for the Building Fund 

Tuesday, April 17 St. Paul’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 22 Earth Day 

 Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

Saturday, April 28 St. Paul’s Appreciation Luncheon, 12:00 noon 

Monday, April 30 Trinity’s Evangelism Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 1 Trinity’s Peach Festival meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 6 Mercersburg Association Meeting in Waynesboro 

 

Worship Services During Holy Week 
Please join us for the following worship services in celebration of Holy Week: 

Maundy Thursday:  Worship around the table with Holy Communion and a simple meal at 

  Trinity, 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday:    McConnellsburg Community service at St. Paul’s with area pastors  

  preaching on the Seven Last Words of Christ, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

         Fort Loudon Community service at the Methodist church, 7:00 p.m. 
Please join us to meditate on and share what Jesus Christ has done and continues to do for us. 


