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APRIL  Newsletter Dates LENTEN STUDIES 
Our joint Sunday evening Lenten studies will 

begin Sunday, March 13, at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity, 

and run through April 17.  We will be discussing 

the DVD series ―Living the Questions‖ address-

ing current issues of faith like Taking the Bible 

Seriously—Restoring Relationships—Evil, Suffer-

ing & a God of Love—Incarnation: Divinely Hu-

man, and more.  This series does not provide an-

swers to all questions.  It encourages us to ask 

questions and to embark on a journey of faith, 

looking for answers together in discussions and 

sharing.  We will alternate our Sunday evening 

sessions between Trinity and St. Paul’s.  This 

would be a good introduction to our church, so 

please bring an unchurched friend or neighbor.  

Wonderful refreshments will be 

served. 

For it is by God’ grace that you have been saved through faith.  

It is not the result of your own efforts, but God’s  gift, so no one 

can boast  about it. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

If you would like to get your newsletter emailed to you,  

please send an email with your name to:  

mcbucc@embarqmail.com and help us save paper and  

postage.  Thank You! 

FORT LOUDON COMMUNTIY ASH 

WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
On Wednesday, March 9, we will begin the season 

of Lent with an Ash Wednesday Service together 

with our sister churches in Fort Loudon.  This year, 

the service will take place at the United Methodist 

Church at 7 p.m., with Pastor Laura Minella officiat-

ing.  Let us come together to appreciate and experi-

ence what Jesus Christ has done for us, and how he 

changes lives. 
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Message from Your Pastor 

 

“Whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 

show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you 

fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by 

your Father who is in secret;  

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

Matthew 6:16-18 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

  On Ash Wednesday, March 9, we will begin the season of Lent, seven and a half weeks to ponder the 

suffering and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, until we celebrate his resurrection on Easter Sun-

day, April 24. This is a special time of the year when we try to appreciate what Jesus has done for our sake, 

how he took it upon himself to die so that we might live. 

  Traditionally, Lent is a time of fasting, a time to give up some of the things we take for granted, some 

of our luxuries. The intention behind that is not to ―pay Jesus back‖ for everything he did for us. He doesn’t 

ask that of us, and we could never even get close to repaying him for what he did. That is not the reason 

why many Christian churches encourage fasting. The reason is also not to make us suffer like Jesus suf-

fered. Again, he doesn’t ask that of us, and no matter how hard we fasted, we would never reach the suffer-

ing he went through.  

  The motivation for fasting is simply to become more attentive and appreciative of what we have, to 

reduce our satiated lifestyle, and to focus our lives on Jesus. As most of you know by now, I love chocolate 

and many other sweet things. And every year during Lent, I give them up. So if you see me during those 

weeks looking ―dismal‖, you’ll know why! 

  But, if I take seriously the passage from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount quoted above, I should not even 

be telling you this. I should not be bragging about how much self-control I supposedly have that I can give 

up something I really like for 40 days (actually, including Sundays, it’s 45 days – and counting!). Jesus 

says, don’t fast to show others how religious you are. Don’t even let them know that you are fasting, if 

you’re just doing it to get their attention and admiration. Fast only for God, and he will know, even if no-

body else does. Don’t look dismal and somber while fasting. Groom yourself and put on a happy face. It is 

actually a joy to fast, if you’re doing it for the right reasons: if you’re doing it for God. Every time I get 

hungry for chocolate, I will think of Jesus! Every time someone offers me a piece of cake and I decline, I 

will do it because of Jesus. And he will satisfy my hungry soul more than any sweets ever could.  

  The reason why I am writing to you about this is not to brag or get your admiration, but to encourage 

you to join me. It is rewarding and fulfilling in itself to deliberately refrain from something. It will make 

you feel better about yourself, because you will prove to yourself how much willpower you have. But, 

more importantly, it will bring you closer to Jesus. Give up anything that you enjoy or take for granted, or a 

bad habit. Whether it’s a certain kind of food, or the occasional drink, or TV, computer games, argueing– 

the possibilities are endless. Give yourself that chance to grow closer to Jesus, and to truly appreciate what 

you have been blessed with.  

  And when Easter morning comes around, his resurrection will be a true celebration of life! May we 

all share in the joy of being HIS. 

 

Yours in His Name, 

 

Pastor Valeria.  
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OLD CHURCH OFFICE COMPUTER 

Since we bought a new computer for the church office last year, we have our old one to give 

away.  It is still fully functioning, but has no monitor (only the tower and keyboard).  We are 

giving it away for a donation.  If you or someone you know is in need of a computer, please 

contact Pastor Valeria.  

IT IS EASY BEING GREEN 
This month: Fast Green!  Try to cut back on 

everything you use wastefully: energy, gas, fuel oil, 

water, food...  Try to produce less trash by reusing and 

recycling.  Go green and cleanse your body, your soul, 

and your planet. 

Lions Club Dinners 
This month, the Mt. Parnell Li-

ons Club dinners will be served 

Thursday, March 10 and 24, at 

the Fort Loudon Community 

Center.  Help is always needed.  

Please see Rosie Shives. 

COLLECTION OF TOILETRY ITEMS AT TRINITY 

During the month of March, we will be collecting toiletry 

items for the Toiletry Bank in Chambersburg:  Once More 

Ministries located at 128 E Queen St.  Food stamps and 

food banks do not provide toiletry items for needy fami-

lies.  The Toiletry bank tries to fill that need.  They accept 

the following items:  Toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, 

tissues, toothpaste, toothbrushes, floss, shampoo, condi-

tioner, lotion, deodorant, hand soap, diapers, wipes, shav-

ing cream, cleaning supplies, laundry detergent, feminine 

products.  Please bring your items to Trinity, and we will 

take them to the toiletry bank at the end of the month.  

LENTEN ENVELOPES 

As we spend 40 days pondering what Jesus Christ went through for our sake, we try to devote more time to 

prayer, reading of Scripture, and some of us try to fast.  We give up something that we tend to take for grant-

ed, and we share some of our fortunes with those who have less.  We will be giving out envelopes for you to 

fill during these weeks of Lent.  You may wish to put a dollar in every day, or your change, or write a check 

at the end of Lent before you return them at Easter.  The money you donate at Trinity will go to the Franklin 

County Prison Ministry, and at St. Paul’s, to the Fulton County Food Basket.  Thank you! 

COEY FRITZ 

The people of Trinity are deeply saddened by 

the sudden death of Coey William Fritz, aged 

76, in Arizona on January 29.  He was a kind 

and gentle soul, a good friend to many, and a 

faithful and hard-working church member.  He 

will be greatly missed by all.  We wish to ex-

tend our heartfelt sympathies to his wife, Mary 

Lou, and their family.  We are comforted by 

our faith in the living Savior Jesus Christ, who 

says, ―You have pain now; but I will see you 

again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 

will take your joy from you.‖ (John 16:22) 

 

FILM AND WAFFLE NIGHT AT TRINITY 

Trinity’s annual Film and Waffle Night will be 

held on Saturday, March 19, at 5:30 p.m.  Waffles  

and punch will be provided.  Please bring your fa-

vorite topping, drink, and place settings, and join us 

to watch a movie together.  Heidi Myers would ap-

preciate help in preparing the waffles at 5 p.m. 

YARD SALES 

If you are getting ready to do some spring cleaning, 

please keep in mind that we have yard sales coming up 

at both churches:  Trinity will have its annual Spring 

Festival on May 14 (no clothing please), and St. Paul’s 

will have their yard sale May 20 and 21.  Donations are 

always welcome! 
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Month Received Budget  Expended 

Jan 

2011 
$5,516.44 $5,872.00 $4,001.74 

Feb 1-21 $3,028.64 $4,404.00 $3,385.88 

Total $8,545.08 $10,276.00 $7,387.62 

Trinity’s Financial Update 

CHURCH FINANCES 
Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 

stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-3369 

Secretary - Pam Carmack 

buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

(717-485-4795 

St. Paul’s UCC 

228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

(717)-485-5554 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com 

Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 

Trinity UCC 

P.O. Box 253 

13189 Main Street 

Fort Loudon, PA 17224 

(717)-369-4773 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org 

www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 

www.ucc.org 

. Note:  At the annual congregational meeting on 

January 16, attendees approved a 2011 budget 

which maintained all existing programs and activi-

ties.  In 2010, 90% of the budget was met while 

95% was expended; this required using leftover 

funds from 2009 to cover commitments.  Also, in 

2011 investment interest will decrease substantially, 

resulting in the need for higher individual contribu-

tions—and  the support of all members has never 

been more crucial.  Please consider attending and 

contributing 

your time and talents regularly so that Trinity and 

its ministry may continue to maintain a vital role in 

the community. 

GROWING STRONGER CHURCHES WORK-

SHOP IN HARRISBURG 

 

On Saturday, March 12, Penn Central Conference 

is offering its annual Growing Stronger Churches 

workshop at Colonial Park UCC in Harrisburg, 

from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Different tracks will be 

offered for the various forms of ministry of our 

church: finances, music, Christian education, mis-

sion, and more.  Childcare is provided.  If you are 

interest in learning more about these issues, in 

meeting new people and growing stronger together, 

please contact Pastor Valeria. 

BIBLE STUDY HUMOR… 

The preacher’s 5 year-old daughter no-

ticed that her father always paused and 

bowed his head for a moment before 

starting his sermon.  One day she asked 

him why.  ―Well, Honey,‖ he began, 

proud that his daughter was so observant 

of his messages, ―I’m asking the Lord to 

help me preach a good sermon.‖  ―How 

come He doesn’t answer it?‖ she asked.  

During the minister’s prayer one Sunday, there was 

a loud whistle from one of the back pews.  Tom-

my’s mother was horrified.  She pinched him into 

silence and, after church, asked, ―Tommy, whatev-

er made you do such a thing?‖  Tommy answered 

soberly, ―I asked God to teach me to whistle, and 

He did!‖ 

CRAFT WORSHOP AT ST. PAUL’S 

St. Paul’s Church Women have decided to offer a bazaar during Fall Folk Festival.  To get ready, we will be 

meeting several times throughout the year to prepare different crafts.  Our first workshop will be Saturday, 

March 5, at 2 p.m.  All you need is two hands.  No special skills or talents required, just join us for the fun 

of being creative together!  If you have a craft project that you would like to share or learn, please contact 

Pam Carmack. 
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ST. PAUL’S CONSISTORY 

SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY MEETING 
By:  M. Haubrick, Consistory Secretary 

Members Absent: Jonna Baker and Nancy Barmont 

Discussion and action was taken on the following: 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Loy Garber, President…JoAnn Sheffield, Vice-President….Mary Haubrick, Secretary 

Denise Grissinger, Treasurer 

MEMORIAL FUND:   $140.00 available for distribution. No action taken. 

BASEMENT LIFT PROJECT: 

Bids opened for construction of Lift shaft and Bathroom renovation as per plans of David Black Associ-

ates Drawing.  Two bids received: 

Eagle Construction Company, Greencastle - $36,483.00 

R. H. Bunch, LLC, McConnellsburg - $22,500.00 

Consistory approved low bid of R.H. Bunch pending review approval of Jerre Parson, engineer for David 

Black Associates. 

NEW CHURCH ROOF   
Roof repair is completed except for the altar area and steeple.  This work to be completed when weather 

moderates.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  

Received suggested formula for scholarship distribution from Todd Alexander.  Committee did not have 

sufficient time to meet to discuss this proposal.  Will report back at March Meeting. 

LENTEN OFFERING ENVELOPES: 

Voted to donate the Lenten Offering proceeds to Fulton County Food Basket. 

OLD COMPUTER FROM CHURCH OFFICE:  

Decided to offer the computer that was recently replaced at church office to members of congregation.  

Alternate plans will include donation to Library or sell at Church Women’s Yard Sale in May.  Computer 

will be ―cleaned‖ of all personal/church business.  Computer DOES NOT include the monitor.  

GIDEONS:  Will contact Bill Hine of the Gideons about filling the church pulpit in June during Pastor Vale-

ria’s vacation. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2012:   

Approved ordering 2012 Offering Envelopes before April 30 to receive 10% discount. 

WORKSHOP – GROWING STRONGER CHURCHES: 

Approved registration payment for St. Paul’s persons attending workshop at $15/ each or $40 for three 

persons. 

PASTOR’S VACATION FOR 2012: 

Approved vacation requests from Pastor Valeria for 2012: 

June 20 to June 26   and  September 12 to October 2 

CHURCH DEED: 

Approved payment of $67 to the Pennsylvania Historical Commission for a professional photographer to 

take a photo of the original deed of the church and cemetery as recorded in the original deed book stored 

in Harrisburg. 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Financial Information  Treasurer’s Report by Denise Grissinger 

Income for January.        $ 6,968.10      Expenses for January           $ 5,907.77 

Interest on Account             5.05      Increase for Month     +$ 1,065.38  

ST PAUL’S FINANCIAL GIVING COMPARISON REPORT by Seleen Shives – Financial Recording  

Secretary                                    TOTAL GIVING INCOME FOR Jan. 2011 - $5,299.10 

                                                      ―           ―                ―              ―          Jan. 2010 - $4,791.00 

                                                     Increase in giving from previous year -            $    508.10 
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St. Paul’s Flowers 
 

 

Mary Ellen Ott (485-3961) 

Donna House (485-4732) 
 

 Call the above person(s) if you 

wish to order flowers in memory/ 

honor of someone. 

 

Trinity’s Ushers 
 

Sharyn and Jeff 

Zeis 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

St. Paul’s Ushers 
 

Kirk Cover 

Skip Daniels 

Thank You for Serving! 

 HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

Bertha Byers         

Betty Daniels 

Betty Grissinger 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer                

Dorothy and Paul Stevens       

Gene and Elsie Bricker    

Gladys Williams        

Joyce and Thurman Hassler        

Liberty Crouse 

Linda Litton 

Linda Hoffman 

Marie Parkinson            

Military and families              

Rev. Steve and Pat Robertson 

Roger and Lois Byers    

Sponsored Children:  Yonatan, Marc Philip,  

Thierry, Madeline    

The people of Haiti 

Thelma Miller 

Zeis family 

Justin Hege 

Justin Jr. and Blaze Hege 

Malcolm and Lorraine Richardson 

Jean McLucas 

St. Paul’s Sunday School Children  

and Teachers 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

Family of Coey Fritz 

 
***Please let us know of any 

changes, additions or correc-

tions to the Prayer and Birth-

day lists.  Thank You! 

1  Nancy Lawyer 

3  Gary Sweeney 

8  Zachary Long 

  Nathan Rosenberry 

15  Beth Ann Daniels 

  Carole Grissinger Sieber 

16    Thelma Miller  

17    Chris Myers 

17  Tom Hamil 

  Mechele Hess 

19  Eileen Hornbaker 

25  Hillary Alexander 

30  Clint Alexander 
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Trinity United Church of Christ Consistory Meeting February 9, 2011 

 
A short meeting was held with Heidi Myers to see if there are any problems since she assumed the position 

as organist.  Everyone is satisfied with the arrangement. 

Work is still being done to repair the sump pump drains.  Members will begin painting the walls in the base-

ment. 

The consistory is in the process of seeking someone to fulfill the consistory term of Coey Fritz. They noted 

that everyone is thankful for all the work Coey did for the church by serving on the consistory, volunteering 

his time with church activities and in caring for the physical needs of the church.  He will be greatly missed. 

Pricing for a new church sign to replace the one destroyed in a traffic accident is being solicited. 

Members agreed to pay the cost of anyone from the Church who wants to attend the Growing Stronger 

Churches conference in Harrisburg, March 12.                     Submitted by Linda Best 

 

FULTON FALL FOLK FESTIVAL 

Always the third weekend in October, good weather 

or bad! 

This year St. Paul’s will be hosting a Church Bazaar. 

Please work during the year to make bazaar items to 

sell, we will also be having a tea (I think) at that 

time.   

Any input or ideas will be greatly ap-

preciated.  Please get in touch with 

Pam Carmack. 

 
I would love to help with the Sunday School 

program at our church 
 

Name: 

______________________________________ 

 

Phone: 

______________________________________ 

 

   Email:    

_______________________________________ 

 

Class: 

_______________________________________ 

Nursery      Hillary Alexander  

 

Middler  Betty Daniels 

 

Junior        Art Jefferson 

 

Teen       Jo-Ann Sheffield 

 

Come One Come All 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 

NEEDED 

If you are able to help as a SS sub. teacher, please 

pick a class and fill in the attached page and put in 

the offering plate!  YOU WILL BE BLESSED! 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

 

Spring your clocks and watches 

forward on March 13th. 

Daylight Savings time begins.  Do 

it before bed on 

Saturday night so 

that you do not 

miss church on 

Sunday morning! 



 

8 

MARCH   2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m.  

3 St. Paul’s  

Choir 7 p.m. 

4 5 St. Paul’s craft 

Workshop 2 p.m. 

6 Lenten enve-

lopes distributed 

Ft. Loudon comm. 

Youth program @ 

Freedom Light-

house, 6-8 p.m. 

7 Trinity Evange-

lism committee 

meeting, 6:30 

p.m. 

8 Trinity’s  

Consistory mtg. 

7 p.m. 

9 NO ST.PAUL’S 

CHURCH WOMEN 

 

Ft. Loudon Comm. 

Ash Wed. Service @ 

UMC, 7 p.m. 

10 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

11 12 Growing 

Stronger Church-

es workshop in 

Harrisburg, 9:30 

a.m. to 3 p.m. 

13 First Sunday in 

Lent*Holy Com-

munion 

Trinity’s change 

collection for Hart-

man Center 

Lenten Study at 

Trinity 6:30 p.m. 

 

14  15 St. Paul’s 

Consistory mtg. 

7 p.m. 

16 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m.  

 

17 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

18 19 Trinity’s Film 

And Waffle Night, 

5:30 p.m. 

20 Trinity’s Special 

Building Fund Of-

fering 

Ft. Loudon comm. 

Youth program @ 

Freedom Light-

house, 6-8 p.m. 

Lenten study at St. 

Paul’s, 6:30 p.m. 

21  22 23 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m. 

24 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

25 26 

27 Trinity’s change 

collection  

for Hartman Center 

St. Paul’s Soup 

Sunday after wor-

ship 

Lenten Study at 

Trinity, 6:30 p.m. 

28 29l 30 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m. 

31 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

1 APRIL 2 
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Message from Your Pastor 

 

“Whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 

show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you 

fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by 

your Father who is in secret;  

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

Matthew 6:16-18 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

  On Ash Wednesday, March 9, we will begin the season of Lent, seven and a half weeks to ponder the 

suffering and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, until we celebrate his resurrection on Easter Sun-

day, April 24. This is a special time of the year when we try to appreciate what Jesus has done for our sake, 

how he took it upon himself to die so that we might live. 

  Traditionally, Lent is a time of fasting, a time to give up some of the things we take for granted, some 

of our luxuries. The intention behind that is not to ―pay Jesus back‖ for everything he did for us. He doesn’t 

ask that of us, and we could never even get close to repaying him for what he did. That is not the reason 

why many Christian churches encourage fasting. The reason is also not to make us suffer like Jesus suf-

fered. Again, he doesn’t ask that of us, and no matter how hard we fasted, we would never reach the suffer-

ing he went through.  

  The motivation for fasting is simply to become more attentive and appreciative of what we have, to 

reduce our satiated lifestyle, and to focus our lives on Jesus. As most of you know by now, I love chocolate 

and many other sweet things. And every year during Lent, I give them up. So if you see me during those 

weeks looking ―dismal‖, you’ll know why! 

  But, if I take seriously the passage from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount quoted above, I should not even 

be telling you this. I should not be bragging about how much self-control I supposedly have that I can give 

up something I really like for 40 days (actually, including Sundays, it’s 45 days – and counting!). Jesus 

says, don’t fast to show others how religious you are. Don’t even let them know that you are fasting, if 

you’re just doing it to get their attention and admiration. Fast only for God, and he will know, even if no-

body else does. Don’t look dismal and somber while fasting. Groom yourself and put on a happy face. It is 

actually a joy to fast, if you’re doing it for the right reasons: if you’re doing it for God. Every time I get 

hungry for chocolate, I will think of Jesus! Every time someone offers me a piece of cake and I decline, I 

will do it because of Jesus. And he will satisfy my hungry soul more than any sweets ever could.  

  The reason why I am writing to you about this is not to brag or get your admiration, but to encourage 

you to join me. It is rewarding and fulfilling in itself to deliberately refrain from something. It will make 

you feel better about yourself, because you will prove to yourself how much willpower you have. But, 

more importantly, it will bring you closer to Jesus. Give up anything that you enjoy or take for granted, or a 

bad habit. Whether it’s a certain kind of food, or the occasional drink, or TV, computer games, argueing– 

the possibilities are endless. Give yourself that chance to grow closer to Jesus, and to truly appreciate what 

you have been blessed with.  

  And when Easter morning comes around, his resurrection will be a true celebration of life! May we 

all share in the joy of being HIS. 

 

Yours in His Name, 

 

Pastor Valeria.  
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take them to the toiletry bank at the end of the month.  

LENTEN ENVELOPES 

As we spend 40 days pondering what Jesus Christ went through for our sake, we try to devote more time to 

prayer, reading of Scripture, and some of us try to fast.  We give up something that we tend to take for grant-

ed, and we share some of our fortunes with those who have less.  We will be giving out envelopes for you to 

fill during these weeks of Lent.  You may wish to put a dollar in every day, or your change, or write a check 

at the end of Lent before you return them at Easter.  The money you donate at Trinity will go to the Franklin 

County Prison Ministry, and at St. Paul’s, to the Fulton County Food Basket.  Thank you! 

COEY FRITZ 

The people of Trinity are deeply saddened by 

the sudden death of Coey William Fritz, aged 

76, in Arizona on January 29.  He was a kind 

and gentle soul, a good friend to many, and a 

faithful and hard-working church member.  He 

will be greatly missed by all.  We wish to ex-

tend our heartfelt sympathies to his wife, Mary 

Lou, and their family.  We are comforted by 

our faith in the living Savior Jesus Christ, who 

says, ―You have pain now; but I will see you 

again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 

will take your joy from you.‖ (John 16:22) 

 

FILM AND WAFFLE NIGHT AT TRINITY 

Trinity’s annual Film and Waffle Night will be 

held on Saturday, March 19, at 5:30 p.m.  Waffles  

and punch will be provided.  Please bring your fa-

vorite topping, drink, and place settings, and join us 

to watch a movie together.  Heidi Myers would ap-

preciate help in preparing the waffles at 5 p.m. 

YARD SALES 

If you are getting ready to do some spring cleaning, 

please keep in mind that we have yard sales coming up 

at both churches:  Trinity will have its annual Spring 

Festival on May 14 (no clothing please), and St. Paul’s 

will have their yard sale May 20 and 21.  Donations are 

always welcome! 
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Month Received Budget  Expended 

Jan 

2011 
$5,516.44 $5,872.00 $4,001.74 

Feb 1-21 $3,028.64 $4,404.00 $3,385.88 

Total $8,545.08 $10,276.00 $7,387.62 

Trinity’s Financial Update 

CHURCH FINANCES 
Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 

stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-3369 

Secretary - Pam Carmack 

buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

(717-485-4795 

St. Paul’s UCC 

228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

(717)-485-5554 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com 

Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 

Trinity UCC 

P.O. Box 253 

13189 Main Street 

Fort Loudon, PA 17224 

(717)-369-4773 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org 

www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 

www.ucc.org 

. Note:  At the annual congregational meeting on 

January 16, attendees approved a 2011 budget 

which maintained all existing programs and activi-

ties.  In 2010, 90% of the budget was met while 

95% was expended; this required using leftover 

funds from 2009 to cover commitments.  Also, in 

2011 investment interest will decrease substantially, 

resulting in the need for higher individual contribu-

tions—and  the support of all members has never 

been more crucial.  Please consider attending and 

contributing 

your time and talents regularly so that Trinity and 

its ministry may continue to maintain a vital role in 

the community. 

GROWING STRONGER CHURCHES WORK-

SHOP IN HARRISBURG 

 

On Saturday, March 12, Penn Central Conference 

is offering its annual Growing Stronger Churches 

workshop at Colonial Park UCC in Harrisburg, 

from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Different tracks will be 

offered for the various forms of ministry of our 

church: finances, music, Christian education, mis-

sion, and more.  Childcare is provided.  If you are 

interest in learning more about these issues, in 

meeting new people and growing stronger together, 

please contact Pastor Valeria. 

BIBLE STUDY HUMOR… 

The preacher’s 5 year-old daughter no-

ticed that her father always paused and 

bowed his head for a moment before 

starting his sermon.  One day she asked 

him why.  ―Well, Honey,‖ he began, 

proud that his daughter was so observant 

of his messages, ―I’m asking the Lord to 

help me preach a good sermon.‖  ―How 

come He doesn’t answer it?‖ she asked.  

During the minister’s prayer one Sunday, there was 

a loud whistle from one of the back pews.  Tom-

my’s mother was horrified.  She pinched him into 

silence and, after church, asked, ―Tommy, whatev-

er made you do such a thing?‖  Tommy answered 

soberly, ―I asked God to teach me to whistle, and 

He did!‖ 

CRAFT WORSHOP AT ST. PAUL’S 

St. Paul’s Church Women have decided to offer a bazaar during Fall Folk Festival.  To get ready, we will be 

meeting several times throughout the year to prepare different crafts.  Our first workshop will be Saturday, 

March 5, at 2 p.m.  All you need is two hands.  No special skills or talents required, just join us for the fun 

of being creative together!  If you have a craft project that you would like to share or learn, please contact 

Pam Carmack. 
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ST. PAUL’S CONSISTORY 

SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY MEETING 
By:  M. Haubrick, Consistory Secretary 

Members Absent: Jonna Baker and Nancy Barmont 

Discussion and action was taken on the following: 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Loy Garber, President…JoAnn Sheffield, Vice-President….Mary Haubrick, Secretary 

Denise Grissinger, Treasurer 

MEMORIAL FUND:   $140.00 available for distribution. No action taken. 

BASEMENT LIFT PROJECT: 

Bids opened for construction of Lift shaft and Bathroom renovation as per plans of David Black Associ-

ates Drawing.  Two bids received: 

Eagle Construction Company, Greencastle - $36,483.00 

R. H. Bunch, LLC, McConnellsburg - $22,500.00 

Consistory approved low bid of R.H. Bunch pending review approval of Jerre Parson, engineer for David 

Black Associates. 

NEW CHURCH ROOF   
Roof repair is completed except for the altar area and steeple.  This work to be completed when weather 

moderates.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  

Received suggested formula for scholarship distribution from Todd Alexander.  Committee did not have 

sufficient time to meet to discuss this proposal.  Will report back at March Meeting. 

LENTEN OFFERING ENVELOPES: 

Voted to donate the Lenten Offering proceeds to Fulton County Food Basket. 

OLD COMPUTER FROM CHURCH OFFICE:  

Decided to offer the computer that was recently replaced at church office to members of congregation.  

Alternate plans will include donation to Library or sell at Church Women’s Yard Sale in May.  Computer 

will be ―cleaned‖ of all personal/church business.  Computer DOES NOT include the monitor.  

GIDEONS:  Will contact Bill Hine of the Gideons about filling the church pulpit in June during Pastor Vale-

ria’s vacation. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2012:   

Approved ordering 2012 Offering Envelopes before April 30 to receive 10% discount. 

WORKSHOP – GROWING STRONGER CHURCHES: 

Approved registration payment for St. Paul’s persons attending workshop at $15/ each or $40 for three 

persons. 

PASTOR’S VACATION FOR 2012: 

Approved vacation requests from Pastor Valeria for 2012: 

June 20 to June 26   and  September 12 to October 2 

CHURCH DEED: 

Approved payment of $67 to the Pennsylvania Historical Commission for a professional photographer to 

take a photo of the original deed of the church and cemetery as recorded in the original deed book stored 

in Harrisburg. 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Financial Information  Treasurer’s Report by Denise Grissinger 

Income for January.        $ 6,968.10      Expenses for January           $ 5,907.77 

Interest on Account             5.05      Increase for Month     +$ 1,065.38  

ST PAUL’S FINANCIAL GIVING COMPARISON REPORT by Seleen Shives – Financial Recording  

Secretary                                    TOTAL GIVING INCOME FOR Jan. 2011 - $5,299.10 

                                                      ―           ―                ―              ―          Jan. 2010 - $4,791.00 

                                                     Increase in giving from previous year -            $    508.10 
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St. Paul’s Flowers 
 

 

Mary Ellen Ott (485-3961) 

Donna House (485-4732) 
 

 Call the above person(s) if you 

wish to order flowers in memory/ 

honor of someone. 

 

Trinity’s Ushers 
 

Sharyn and Jeff 

Zeis 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

St. Paul’s Ushers 
 

Kirk Cover 

Skip Daniels 

Thank You for Serving! 

 HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

Bertha Byers         

Betty Daniels 

Betty Grissinger 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer                

Dorothy and Paul Stevens       

Gene and Elsie Bricker    

Gladys Williams        

Joyce and Thurman Hassler        

Liberty Crouse 

Linda Litton 

Linda Hoffman 

Marie Parkinson            

Military and families              

Rev. Steve and Pat Robertson 

Roger and Lois Byers    

Sponsored Children:  Yonatan, Marc Philip,  

Thierry, Madeline    

The people of Haiti 

Thelma Miller 

Zeis family 

Justin Hege 

Justin Jr. and Blaze Hege 

Malcolm and Lorraine Richardson 

Jean McLucas 

St. Paul’s Sunday School Children  

and Teachers 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

Family of Coey Fritz 

 
***Please let us know of any 

changes, additions or correc-

tions to the Prayer and Birth-

day lists.  Thank You! 

1  Nancy Lawyer 

3  Gary Sweeney 

8  Zachary Long 

  Nathan Rosenberry 

15  Beth Ann Daniels 

  Carole Grissinger Sieber 

16    Thelma Miller  

17    Chris Myers 

17  Tom Hamil 

  Mechele Hess 

19  Eileen Hornbaker 

25  Hillary Alexander 

30  Clint Alexander 
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Trinity United Church of Christ Consistory Meeting February 9, 2011 

 
A short meeting was held with Heidi Myers to see if there are any problems since she assumed the position 

as organist.  Everyone is satisfied with the arrangement. 

Work is still being done to repair the sump pump drains.  Members will begin painting the walls in the base-

ment. 

The consistory is in the process of seeking someone to fulfill the consistory term of Coey Fritz. They noted 

that everyone is thankful for all the work Coey did for the church by serving on the consistory, volunteering 

his time with church activities and in caring for the physical needs of the church.  He will be greatly missed. 

Pricing for a new church sign to replace the one destroyed in a traffic accident is being solicited. 

Members agreed to pay the cost of anyone from the Church who wants to attend the Growing Stronger 

Churches conference in Harrisburg, March 12.                     Submitted by Linda Best 

 

FULTON FALL FOLK FESTIVAL 

Always the third weekend in October, good weather 

or bad! 

This year St. Paul’s will be hosting a Church Bazaar. 

Please work during the year to make bazaar items to 

sell, we will also be having a tea (I think) at that 

time.   

Any input or ideas will be greatly ap-

preciated.  Please get in touch with 

Pam Carmack. 

 
I would love to help with the Sunday School 

program at our church 
 

Name: 

______________________________________ 

 

Phone: 

______________________________________ 

 

   Email:    

_______________________________________ 

 

Class: 

_______________________________________ 

Nursery      Hillary Alexander  

 

Middler  Betty Daniels 

 

Junior        Art Jefferson 

 

Teen       Jo-Ann Sheffield 

 

Come One Come All 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 

NEEDED 

If you are able to help as a SS sub. teacher, please 

pick a class and fill in the attached page and put in 

the offering plate!  YOU WILL BE BLESSED! 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

 

Spring your clocks and watches 

forward on March 13th. 

Daylight Savings time begins.  Do 

it before bed on 

Saturday night so 

that you do not 

miss church on 

Sunday morning! 
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MARCH   2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m.  

3 St. Paul’s  

Choir 7 p.m. 

4 5 St. Paul’s craft 

Workshop 2 p.m. 

6 Lenten enve-

lopes distributed 

Ft. Loudon comm. 

Youth program @ 

Freedom Light-

house, 6-8 p.m. 

7 Trinity Evange-

lism committee 

meeting, 6:30 

p.m. 

8 Trinity’s  

Consistory mtg. 

7 p.m. 

9 NO ST.PAUL’S 

CHURCH WOMEN 

 

Ft. Loudon Comm. 

Ash Wed. Service @ 

UMC, 7 p.m. 

10 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

11 12 Growing 

Stronger Church-

es workshop in 

Harrisburg, 9:30 

a.m. to 3 p.m. 

13 First Sunday in 

Lent*Holy Com-

munion 

Trinity’s change 

collection for Hart-

man Center 

Lenten Study at 

Trinity 6:30 p.m. 

 

14  15 St. Paul’s 

Consistory mtg. 

7 p.m. 

16 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m.  

 

17 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

18 19 Trinity’s Film 

And Waffle Night, 

5:30 p.m. 

20 Trinity’s Special 

Building Fund Of-

fering 

Ft. Loudon comm. 

Youth program @ 

Freedom Light-

house, 6-8 p.m. 

Lenten study at St. 

Paul’s, 6:30 p.m. 

21  22 23 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m. 

24 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

25 26 

27 Trinity’s change 

collection  

for Hartman Center 

St. Paul’s Soup 

Sunday after wor-

ship 

Lenten Study at 

Trinity, 6:30 p.m. 

28 29l 30 Trinity’s Choir 7 

p.m. 

Prayer and Praise, 8 

p.m. 

31 St. Paul’s 

Choir 7 p.m. 

1 APRIL 2 

       


