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“He said, „See, I am coming soon.‟… The Spirit and the bride say: 

„Come.‟ And let everyone who hears say: „Come.‟ And let everyone 

who is thirsty come. … 

The one who testifies to these things says, „Surely I am coming soon.‟  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Revelation 22:12-20 (Excerpt) 

Christmas Worship Services 

* On Sunday, December 18, “Star-Child”, a Christmas program based on a thought-provoking song of the 

same title, will be presented during worship at Trinity.  

* That same Sunday, St. Paul’s kids will have their Christmas program during worship. 

* Our Christmas Eve services of Lessons and Carols with Holy Communion and special music will be Sat-

urday, December 24, at 6:00 p.m. at St. Paul‟s, and 8:00 p.m. at Trinity. 

* On Sunday, December 25, we will celebrate Christmas Day together at our regular worship times.  

O come, let us adore Him – Christ, the Lord! 

Annual Report Deadlines 
Trinity’s annual meeting will be Sunday, Janu-

ary 22, please have your reports to the church 

office 01/10/12.  St. Paul’s, January 29, please 

have your reports to the church office by 

01/17/11.  We would like to have each church’s 

packet ready to be distributed the Sunday be-

fore the meeting.  Thanks! 
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Message from Your Pastor 
 

“He said, „See, I am coming soon.‟… The Spirit and the bride say: „Come.‟ And let everyone who hears 

say: „Come.‟ And let everyone who is thirsty come. … 

The one who testifies to these things says, „Surely I am coming soon.‟  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Revelation 22:12-20 (Excerpt) 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 It is that time of year again. I think it was in early November that I heard the first Christmas music being 

played in a store. And now they are all bombarding us with sales and special offers, trying to make us believe 

that we can BUY joy and happiness. 

 I was very intrigued by the website adventconspiracy.org. They are trying to refocus on the true meaning of 

Christmas, and the season of Advent. Advent is about waiting and hoping for the coming of our Lord, who 

promised: “Surely, I am coming soon.” 

Adventconspiracy.org write on their home page: “The story of Christ’s birth is a story of promise, hope, and a 

revolutionary love. So, what happened? What was once a time to celebrate the birth of a Savior has somehow 

turned into a season of stress, traffic jams, and shopping lists. And when it is all over, many of us are left with 

presents to return, looming debt that will take months to pay off, and this empty feeling of missed purpose. Is 

this what we really want out of Christmas? What if Christmas became a world-changing event again?” 

 They offer several ways of rediscovering the true meaning of Christmas:  

Worship Fully: Take the time to read your Bible, or the Advent devotionals we will be handing out at church. 

Sing your favorite hymns and carols, and sing loud, so people will hear you! Pray for the joy to enter your 

heart. And join the worldwide congregation of worshippers on Sunday morning.  

Spend Less: Agree in your family or circle of friends to buy one less present this year: one present that you 

only would have bought out of a sense of obligation. Save your time and your money for other meaningful 

ways of celebrating Christmas. 

Give More: Don’t buy a present, be a present. Presence is the best present you could give to anybody. Spend 

time with your loved ones, maybe even with those you don’t love so much. Give them your care and attention. 

It will touch their hearts much more than any material gift. 

Love All: Celebrate Christmas by doing what Jesus did: Love those near and far. Give some of the time and 

the money you saved (see above: Spend Less) to individuals in need, to charities and churches that have made 

it their mission to feed the hungry and care for those in distress. 

 By following one or all of these suggestions, you will feel a difference in your own heart this Christmas, 

and in the hearts of those you reached out to. And we all will experience that indeed, a revolutionary love has 

come into this world. 

“Love has come – He never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free. Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to 

You, Lord on high!” 

Let us pray: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Come and bless our hearts, our homes, and our entire world this Christ-

mas. 

 

Yours in His Name, 

 

Pastor Valeria.  
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It Is Easy Being Green 
This month: Paper or Plastic? When shopping or wrapping gifts, please use paper instead of plastic or foil. 

Paper decomposes over time, where plastic does not, and paper can easily be recycled. Save wrapping paper 

and gift bags to reuse next year. A present wrapped the green way is a gift to its recipient, and to our planet! 
 

St. Paul‟s Church Women United 
St. Paul’s Church Women have been busy and working hard again this year, making it a 

success and a blessing: With their yard sale, food stand at the Strawberry Festival, and craft 

bazaar during Fall Folk Festival, they were a visible presence in our community and took in 

enough money to be able to support the church’s general fund with $1000, and the Fulton 

County Food Basket, Christian Social Services and the Catholic Mission’s Christmas gifts for local children 

with $100 each. They also helped pay for the blinds in the church office. Thank you to all involved! Please 

continue to support them and stop by their stand at the Fulton Theatre during Christmas in McConnellsburg 

on December 2 and 3. 
 

Cookies and Baked Goods Needed at St. Paul‟s 
On Sunday, December 4, we will be packing cookie tins to take to some of our church members. This year, 

we will also bring them a quart of soup. On December 2 and 3, Church Women will have a stand at 

Christmas in McConnellsburg at the Fulton Theatre, selling craft items and baked goods. Please support both 

of these important projects with your baking skills! 

 

Share the Joy of Christmas 
At Trinity, we will be collecting food items for local families, as well as hats, scarves and gloves for the 

homeless shelter during the month of December. Please support this important ministry of reaching out to 

those in need, and spreading the joy of Christmas. 

 

 

 

Trinity‟s Christmas Party 
On Saturday, December 3, we will gather at Trinity at 6:00 p.m. for our Christmas party. Meat and drinks 

will be provided by the Sunday school class. Please bring a covered dish and your place settings. We will 

not be exchanging gifts, just joy in fellowship and the Spirit of Christmas!  

 

 

 

 

St. Paul‟s Hanging of the Greens 
On Sunday, December 4, we will share a meal of soup and breads after worship, and then decorate the 

church for the Christmas season. 

 

TRINITY: If you would like to order a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone, to decorate the 

sanctuary for Christmas, please return your order form to Barb Bricker by December 11th.  The cost is 

$8.75 for each 6” pot.  Order forms are available at the church.
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Month Received Budget  Expended 

Jan/Oct. $58,720.00 $52,325.73 $50,993.80 

Nov.1-20 $4,404.00 $2,751.13 $3,354.51 

Total $63,124.00 $55,076.86 $54,348.31 

Trinity‟s Financial Update 
Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 

stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-3369 

Secretary - Pam Carmack 

buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-4795 

St. Paul‟s UCC 

228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

(717)-485-5554 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com 

Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 

Trinity UCC 

P.O. Box 253 

13189 Main Street 

Fort Loudon, PA 17224 

(717)-369-4773 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org 

www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 

www.ucc.org 

 

 

Trinity's 2011 budget is $70,457.00. At this point we 

need contributions of $15,000.00 by December 31 to 

achieve this goal and thereby maintain our facilities 

and programs at their current levels into the future. 

Please prayerfully consider, in these difficult econom-

ic times, what role you might be able to play in ful-

filling this need as 2011 draws to a close. Working 

together, we can make sure that God's mission 

at Trinity continues. 

Trinity Consistory Highlights: November 7, 2011 
Please let me apologize for the meeting minutes in the last month’s newsletter since I mistakenly sent the 

wrong minutes.  Since many of the items discussed have already occurred I will summarize the pertinent 

items within this month’s minutes.   Linda Best 

The consistory welcomed Ed Higginbottom , Mercersburg Association President as our guest at the meeting.  

He spoke to the consistory about our church’s giving to Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM).  He congrat-

ulated us on being faithful and generous givers to this program and recognized that we are one of the top giv-

ers in relation to the size of our congregation.  He explained that 70% of the money collected stays within 

Penn Central Conference and 30% goes to the wider UCC church.   He asked that a member of our congrega-

tion be a contact for OCWM and Linda Best volunteered. 

Trustees Report:   

 The broken window at the side of the church has been repaired and was paid for by the persons who 

broke it.   

 The basement stairwell closest to the road is buckling and needs to be repaired.   

 The stairway has been taped off and repairs will be started in the spring.  The church chimney was in-

spected and found to be in poor condition.  The paint is peeling badly and the mortar between the bricks is 

deteriorating which may be causing leaking.  Estimates will need to be solicited this spring for the repair 

since it will involve work done from a lift.   

 The church switched to Palmco Power for its electrical provider to receive a better rate.  It was discovered 

that their rate may only be an introductory rate and electric bills will be reviewed for several months to 

monitor the situation. 

Deacons Report: 

 The Deacons will need to meet soon to prepare the 2012 budget. 

 A suggestion box will be placed in the hallway to encourage those wishing to make comments or sugges-

tions regarding ways to help the church grow or what they would like to see done differently within the 

church.  Suggestions can be signed or be left anonymous. 

 Current consistory members whose term is expiring will make up the Nominating Committee for the elec-

tion of new members.   Roger Byers has agreed to serve a full term as Deacon.  He is presently filling out 

the remainder of Coey Fritz’s term. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Linda Best 

Pictures of our Peach Festival are now on our website: 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org. If you have pictures or other 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org
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ST. PAUL‟S CONSISTORY 

SUMMARY OF NOVEMBER MEETING 
Submitted by:  M. Haubrick, Secretary St. Paul’s Consistory 

Discussion and action was taken on the following: 

 MEMORIAL FUND:   $125.00 available..no action taken. 

 APPROVED BILLS TO BE PAID: 

 Donations allotted in the 2011 budget of $500 to Fulton County Christian Social Services and $250 to 

the Food Basket.  Thank offering collection will go to the Food Basket, and amount from General Fund 

will be added to make $250 total 

 Approved $55 for annual Fulton County Chamber of Commerce dues. 

 COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Sunday School classes for children have resumed.  Nursery during wor-

ship service is being provided by volunteers. 

CHURCH WOMEN:  Upcoming activities 

Friday, Dec. 2 and Sat. Dec. 3-Participate in Christmas in McConnellsburg at Fulton Theater. 

Baked Goods are needed for this event 

Saturday, Dec. 3 @ 8:00 A.M. - Gathering at church to make soup for our shut-ins Christmas 

gifts. 

Sunday, Dec. 4 - Soup Sunday and Hanging of the Greens.  Homemade cookies needed for 

cookie tins for members and friends. 

Church Women recently donated $1,000.00 to St. Paul's General Fund, $100 to Fulton Co. 

Christian Social Services, $100 to Food Basket and $100 to Catholic Missions for Children's 

Christmas Gifts.  They also gave a $20 Christmas donation to our sponsored child. 

 BASEMENT LIFT PROJECT: Loy Garber reported he had been in contact with Jerry Parson, engi-

neer of Black Associates and representatives from the elevator lift company concerning a change in the de-

sign of the lift door to accommodate the thick stone wall in the basement.  A new door has been designed 

and progress is being made.  Randy Bunch, contractor, will be contacted to install insulation over the base-

ment opening to help keep the basement warmer. 

 CHURCH/PARSONAGE INSURANCE: Loy met with an agent from Church Mutual Insurance.  

This agent inspected the property and offered some suggestions to consider in our present coverage, where 

we could be over-insured  Loy gave him a list of our current coverage (without cost listed) and the agent 

will give us a proposal for consideration. 

 BUSINESS BUNDLE (Phone and Internet) for parsonage. Reviewed reduced rate from Century 

Link for renewing for 2 years @ $98/month; renewal for 3 years @ $92/month.  Current rate paid is $105/

month.   After discussion, it was decided to renew for a two year rate of $98/month. 

 PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2012: Reviewed budget and made two changes. Increased Youth Activi-

ties by $200 to support St. Paul's confirmation student to attend camp at Hartman Center, and increased 

Evangelism and Special Events by $250 to support the cost of copyright permit and music for contempo-

rary worship services. The total proposed budged for 2012 is $64,927.  Budget for 2011 was $70,114.94; a 

decrease of $5,187.94. 

 Nominating Committee - No church member has consented to be nominated to serve a three year term 

on St. Paul's Consistory.  More contacts will be made. 

 PLEDGE FOR OCWM 2012: Discussed St. Paul's annual donation for OCWM. Approved to keep 

our church support at $3,200.00/year, undesignated to Penn Central Conference and the national UCC. 

 WORSHIP CHANGES: Discussed plans that were developed from a special meeting of the consisto-

ry that was held on  November 1 concerning increasing church attendance and growth.  Decided to have a 

Contemporary Worship service the first Sunday of each month beginning February 2012.  Also discussed 

some simplifying changes in the Worship Bulletin to help visitors to better understand and follow the ser-

vice.  Approved a short training session for church ushers on Nov. 20. 

 COLLECTION FOR SALVATION ARMY:Approval was given to place a Red Kettle in the church 

for local Salvation Army Collection.  This collection will be in addition to the money received from the 

Advent Envelopes that has been designated to the Salvation Army. 
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 PARSONAGE INSPECTION:   Reviewed list of repairs and improvements recommended by Trustees after a 

recent inspection of the parsonage.  Approved starting on these repairs by contacting Buterbaugh Construction.  Dis-

cussed using some of The Building Fund to pay for the repairs. 

ANNUAL MEETING DATE:  Set date for annual meeting with Trinity UCC for Sunday, January 8, 2:00 p.m. at 

St. Paul's UCC. 

St. Paul‟s Financial Information:  Our current actual spending deficit as of November 23 is:  $1223.50 

Treasurer‟s Report:  

Income for October     $   6,412.35 

Expenses for October  $   2,808.01 

Interest on Account               4.33 

Gain for Month         + $   3.608.67 

FINANCIAL RECORDING SECRETARY REPORT: 

TOTAL GIVING INCOME FOR October, 2011 -   $5,716.85 

   “           “                “          “        October, 2010 -   $6,341.00 

Decrease in giving from previous year -                 $   624.15 

POINSETTIA ORDERS FOR ST. PAUL‟S 
Pam Carmack and Mary Haubrick will be receiving orders for purchasing poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas.  The poinsettia may be given in memory or in honor of a loved one. A donation of $7.00 is requested per 

six-inch pot.  Any amount over $7.00 is gratefully accepted by Church Women to fund their church activities.  Infor-

mation and an order form will be included with the Sunday Bulletins.  Give money and order form to Pam Car-

mack (485-4795) or Mary Haubrick (987-3604) by Sunday, December 11, 2011. 

Special December Offerings  
St. Paul‟s Advent envelopes are designated to the Salvation Army this year, and Trinity‟s, to Hoffman Homes for 

Youth. Please support these institutions in helping individuals and families in need. The envelopes will be given out 

during the season of Advent, and may be returned anytime around Christmas.  

On Christmas Eve, we will be taking our special offering for Hoffman Homes for youth, a psychiatric residential 

treatment program for children located in Gettysburg. They provide therapy, physical health care, education, and a 

safe and comfortable home for up to 141 children ages 6-18 with mental health problems.  

On Sunday, December 25, our special offering will go to the United Church of Christ Christmas Fund. This fund 

supports lower-income retired clergy and lay employees, as well as active clergy facing unforeseen financial crises.  

    Help us spread the joy of Christmas  

as you support these important ministries with you donation. Thank you! 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 
WE ARE AWARE THAT NOT EVERYONE IS ABLE TO WORSHIP WITH US REGULARLY. THIS 

LEADS TO A DECREASE IN GIVING, WHILE OUR BILLS REMAIN THE SAME, WHICH THEN 

AMOUNTS TO A DEFICIT IN OUR SPENDING. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND CHURCH WOR-

SHIP BUT WISH TO BE A PART OF GOD‟S MINISTRY THROUGH OUR CHURCH, PLEASE CONSID-

ER MAILING YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPE DIRECTLY TO THE CHURCH. THANK YOU!    

Samaritans‟ Shoebox Ministry 
Hello to all….. 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the Billy Graham Good Samaritan Christmas Shoebox Project.  

St. Paul’s UCC members and friends filled 54 shoeboxes this year.  Several kind people also supported this ministry 

by their generous donations to help cover the cost of shipping.  These shoeboxes will touch the lives of children in 

desperate situations worldwide.  They will bring them joy and hope and will also share the good News of God’s love. 

You all have been a blessing and I pray that God will return this blessing to you in hundredfold. 

To God be The Glory! 

Mary Haubrick 

“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 

unto me.”  Matthew 25:40 
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St. Paul‟s Flowers 
 

Mary Haubrick (987-3604) 

Pam Carmack (485-4795 

 

Call the above person(s) if you wish to order 

flowers in memory/ honor of someone. 

 

Trinity‟s Ushers 

Rosie Shives 

Barb Bricker 

 
Thank You for Serving! 

 

St. Paul‟s Ushers 

Donna House 

Linda Grissinger 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAY  

7  Irene Robinson 

10  Betty Keefer 

  Tina Wood 

12  Roger Higgins 

14  Ronald Bricker 

15  Paul Dietrich 

  Mary Ellen Ott 

16  Judy Dietrich 

20  Seleen Shives 

21  Ethan Barclay 

23  Betty Newman 

24  John Jarrett 

30  Mark Crouse 

  John Hornbaker 

31  John Burns 

 

   

 

 

PRAYER LIST  

 
Bertha Byers         

Betty Daniels 

Betty Grissinger 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer                 

Dorothy and Paul Stevens      

Gene and Elsie Bricker    

Gladys Williams        

Harold and Betty Keefer 

Doug Ray 

Joyce and Thurman Hassler      

Liberty Crouse 

Linda Litton 

Linda Hoffman’s Family 

Marie Parkinson          

Military and families           

Rev. Steve and Pat Robertson 

Roger and Lois Byers    

Sponsored Children:  Yonatan, Marc 

Philip, Thierry, Marcela   

Sandy Richards 

Thelma Miller 

Zeis family 

Justin Hege 

Justin Jr. and Blaze Hege 

Malcolm and Lorraine Richardson 

Jean McLucas 

St. Paul’s Care Team 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

Family of Coey Fritz 

The people of Japan 

The people in the Middle East 

The people of Eastern Africa 

All individuals and families affected by 

cancer 

 
Please let us know of any changes, additions 

or corrections to the Prayer and Birthday 

lists. Thank you! 
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DATES TO REMEMBER! 2011     
 
 

 

 

 

Wednesdays    Trinity’s Choir practice, 7:00 p.m., Prayer and Praise, 8:00 p.m. 

 

Thursdays    St. Paul’s Choir practice, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, December 2    Christmas in McConnellsburg at the Fulton Theatre 

and Saturday, December 3  

 

Saturday, December 3    Trinity’s Christmas party, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 4    St. Paul’s Soup Sunday and Hanging of the Greens 

 

Sunday, December 11    Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

 

Tuesday, December 13    Trinity’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, December 14  St. Paul’s Church Women United, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 18    Christmas programs during worship 

    Trinity’s special offering for the Building fund 

 

Tuesday, December 20    St. Paul’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 24    Christmas Eve services: St. Paul’s, 6:00 p.m.; Trinity, 8:00 p.m. 

    Special offering for Hoffman Homes for Youth 

 

Sunday, December 25    Christmas Day - regular Sunday worship services 

    Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

    Special offering for the Christmas Fund 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2012  Holy Communion 

 

Monday, January 2    Trinity’s Evangelism Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 8    Joint Consistory meeting at St. Paul’s, 2:00 p.m. 
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Message from Your Pastor 
 

“He said, „See, I am coming soon.‟… The Spirit and the bride say: „Come.‟ And let everyone who hears 

say: „Come.‟ And let everyone who is thirsty come. … 

The one who testifies to these things says, „Surely I am coming soon.‟  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Revelation 22:12-20 (Excerpt) 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 It is that time of year again. I think it was in early November that I heard the first Christmas music being 

played in a store. And now they are all bombarding us with sales and special offers, trying to make us believe 

that we can BUY joy and happiness. 

 I was very intrigued by the website adventconspiracy.org. They are trying to refocus on the true meaning of 

Christmas, and the season of Advent. Advent is about waiting and hoping for the coming of our Lord, who 

promised: “Surely, I am coming soon.” 

Adventconspiracy.org write on their home page: “The story of Christ’s birth is a story of promise, hope, and a 

revolutionary love. So, what happened? What was once a time to celebrate the birth of a Savior has somehow 

turned into a season of stress, traffic jams, and shopping lists. And when it is all over, many of us are left with 

presents to return, looming debt that will take months to pay off, and this empty feeling of missed purpose. Is 

this what we really want out of Christmas? What if Christmas became a world-changing event again?” 

 They offer several ways of rediscovering the true meaning of Christmas:  

Worship Fully: Take the time to read your Bible, or the Advent devotionals we will be handing out at church. 

Sing your favorite hymns and carols, and sing loud, so people will hear you! Pray for the joy to enter your 

heart. And join the worldwide congregation of worshippers on Sunday morning.  

Spend Less: Agree in your family or circle of friends to buy one less present this year: one present that you 

only would have bought out of a sense of obligation. Save your time and your money for other meaningful 

ways of celebrating Christmas. 

Give More: Don’t buy a present, be a present. Presence is the best present you could give to anybody. Spend 

time with your loved ones, maybe even with those you don’t love so much. Give them your care and attention. 

It will touch their hearts much more than any material gift. 

Love All: Celebrate Christmas by doing what Jesus did: Love those near and far. Give some of the time and 

the money you saved (see above: Spend Less) to individuals in need, to charities and churches that have made 

it their mission to feed the hungry and care for those in distress. 

 By following one or all of these suggestions, you will feel a difference in your own heart this Christmas, 

and in the hearts of those you reached out to. And we all will experience that indeed, a revolutionary love has 

come into this world. 

“Love has come – He never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free. Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to 

You, Lord on high!” 

Let us pray: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Come and bless our hearts, our homes, and our entire world this Christ-

mas. 

 

Yours in His Name, 

 

Pastor Valeria.  
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Paper decomposes over time, where plastic does not, and paper can easily be recycled. Save wrapping paper 
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St. Paul‟s Church Women United 
St. Paul’s Church Women have been busy and working hard again this year, making it a 

success and a blessing: With their yard sale, food stand at the Strawberry Festival, and craft 
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Cookies and Baked Goods Needed at St. Paul‟s 
On Sunday, December 4, we will be packing cookie tins to take to some of our church members. This year, 

we will also bring them a quart of soup. On December 2 and 3, Church Women will have a stand at 

Christmas in McConnellsburg at the Fulton Theatre, selling craft items and baked goods. Please support both 

of these important projects with your baking skills! 

 

Share the Joy of Christmas 
At Trinity, we will be collecting food items for local families, as well as hats, scarves and gloves for the 

homeless shelter during the month of December. Please support this important ministry of reaching out to 

those in need, and spreading the joy of Christmas. 
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On Saturday, December 3, we will gather at Trinity at 6:00 p.m. for our Christmas party. Meat and drinks 

will be provided by the Sunday school class. Please bring a covered dish and your place settings. We will 

not be exchanging gifts, just joy in fellowship and the Spirit of Christmas!  

 

 

 

 

St. Paul‟s Hanging of the Greens 
On Sunday, December 4, we will share a meal of soup and breads after worship, and then decorate the 

church for the Christmas season. 

 

TRINITY: If you would like to order a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone, to decorate the 

sanctuary for Christmas, please return your order form to Barb Bricker by December 11th.  The cost is 

$8.75 for each 6” pot.  Order forms are available at the church.
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Month Received Budget  Expended 

Jan/Oct. $58,720.00 $52,325.73 $50,993.80 

Nov.1-20 $4,404.00 $2,751.13 $3,354.51 

Total $63,124.00 $55,076.86 $54,348.31 

Trinity‟s Financial Update 
Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 

stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-3369 

Secretary - Pam Carmack 

buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-4795 

St. Paul‟s UCC 

228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

(717)-485-5554 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com 

Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 

Trinity UCC 

P.O. Box 253 

13189 Main Street 

Fort Loudon, PA 17224 

(717)-369-4773 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org 

www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 

www.ucc.org 

 

 

Trinity's 2011 budget is $70,457.00. At this point we 

need contributions of $15,000.00 by December 31 to 

achieve this goal and thereby maintain our facilities 

and programs at their current levels into the future. 

Please prayerfully consider, in these difficult econom-

ic times, what role you might be able to play in ful-

filling this need as 2011 draws to a close. Working 

together, we can make sure that God's mission 

at Trinity continues. 

Trinity Consistory Highlights: November 7, 2011 
Please let me apologize for the meeting minutes in the last month’s newsletter since I mistakenly sent the 

wrong minutes.  Since many of the items discussed have already occurred I will summarize the pertinent 

items within this month’s minutes.   Linda Best 

The consistory welcomed Ed Higginbottom , Mercersburg Association President as our guest at the meeting.  

He spoke to the consistory about our church’s giving to Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM).  He congrat-

ulated us on being faithful and generous givers to this program and recognized that we are one of the top giv-

ers in relation to the size of our congregation.  He explained that 70% of the money collected stays within 

Penn Central Conference and 30% goes to the wider UCC church.   He asked that a member of our congrega-

tion be a contact for OCWM and Linda Best volunteered. 

Trustees Report:   

 The broken window at the side of the church has been repaired and was paid for by the persons who 

broke it.   

 The basement stairwell closest to the road is buckling and needs to be repaired.   

 The stairway has been taped off and repairs will be started in the spring.  The church chimney was in-

spected and found to be in poor condition.  The paint is peeling badly and the mortar between the bricks is 

deteriorating which may be causing leaking.  Estimates will need to be solicited this spring for the repair 

since it will involve work done from a lift.   

 The church switched to Palmco Power for its electrical provider to receive a better rate.  It was discovered 

that their rate may only be an introductory rate and electric bills will be reviewed for several months to 

monitor the situation. 

Deacons Report: 

 The Deacons will need to meet soon to prepare the 2012 budget. 

 A suggestion box will be placed in the hallway to encourage those wishing to make comments or sugges-

tions regarding ways to help the church grow or what they would like to see done differently within the 

church.  Suggestions can be signed or be left anonymous. 

 Current consistory members whose term is expiring will make up the Nominating Committee for the elec-

tion of new members.   Roger Byers has agreed to serve a full term as Deacon.  He is presently filling out 

the remainder of Coey Fritz’s term. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Linda Best 

Pictures of our Peach Festival are now on our website: 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org. If you have pictures or other 

http://trinityuccftloudon.org
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ST. PAUL‟S CONSISTORY 

SUMMARY OF NOVEMBER MEETING 
Submitted by:  M. Haubrick, Secretary St. Paul’s Consistory 

Discussion and action was taken on the following: 

 MEMORIAL FUND:   $125.00 available..no action taken. 

 APPROVED BILLS TO BE PAID: 

 Donations allotted in the 2011 budget of $500 to Fulton County Christian Social Services and $250 to 

the Food Basket.  Thank offering collection will go to the Food Basket, and amount from General Fund 

will be added to make $250 total 

 Approved $55 for annual Fulton County Chamber of Commerce dues. 

 COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Sunday School classes for children have resumed.  Nursery during wor-

ship service is being provided by volunteers. 

CHURCH WOMEN:  Upcoming activities 

Friday, Dec. 2 and Sat. Dec. 3-Participate in Christmas in McConnellsburg at Fulton Theater. 

Baked Goods are needed for this event 

Saturday, Dec. 3 @ 8:00 A.M. - Gathering at church to make soup for our shut-ins Christmas 

gifts. 

Sunday, Dec. 4 - Soup Sunday and Hanging of the Greens.  Homemade cookies needed for 

cookie tins for members and friends. 

Church Women recently donated $1,000.00 to St. Paul's General Fund, $100 to Fulton Co. 

Christian Social Services, $100 to Food Basket and $100 to Catholic Missions for Children's 

Christmas Gifts.  They also gave a $20 Christmas donation to our sponsored child. 

 BASEMENT LIFT PROJECT: Loy Garber reported he had been in contact with Jerry Parson, engi-

neer of Black Associates and representatives from the elevator lift company concerning a change in the de-

sign of the lift door to accommodate the thick stone wall in the basement.  A new door has been designed 

and progress is being made.  Randy Bunch, contractor, will be contacted to install insulation over the base-

ment opening to help keep the basement warmer. 

 CHURCH/PARSONAGE INSURANCE: Loy met with an agent from Church Mutual Insurance.  

This agent inspected the property and offered some suggestions to consider in our present coverage, where 

we could be over-insured  Loy gave him a list of our current coverage (without cost listed) and the agent 

will give us a proposal for consideration. 

 BUSINESS BUNDLE (Phone and Internet) for parsonage. Reviewed reduced rate from Century 

Link for renewing for 2 years @ $98/month; renewal for 3 years @ $92/month.  Current rate paid is $105/

month.   After discussion, it was decided to renew for a two year rate of $98/month. 

 PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2012: Reviewed budget and made two changes. Increased Youth Activi-

ties by $200 to support St. Paul's confirmation student to attend camp at Hartman Center, and increased 

Evangelism and Special Events by $250 to support the cost of copyright permit and music for contempo-

rary worship services. The total proposed budged for 2012 is $64,927.  Budget for 2011 was $70,114.94; a 

decrease of $5,187.94. 

 Nominating Committee - No church member has consented to be nominated to serve a three year term 

on St. Paul's Consistory.  More contacts will be made. 

 PLEDGE FOR OCWM 2012: Discussed St. Paul's annual donation for OCWM. Approved to keep 

our church support at $3,200.00/year, undesignated to Penn Central Conference and the national UCC. 

 WORSHIP CHANGES: Discussed plans that were developed from a special meeting of the consisto-

ry that was held on  November 1 concerning increasing church attendance and growth.  Decided to have a 

Contemporary Worship service the first Sunday of each month beginning February 2012.  Also discussed 

some simplifying changes in the Worship Bulletin to help visitors to better understand and follow the ser-

vice.  Approved a short training session for church ushers on Nov. 20. 

 COLLECTION FOR SALVATION ARMY:Approval was given to place a Red Kettle in the church 

for local Salvation Army Collection.  This collection will be in addition to the money received from the 

Advent Envelopes that has been designated to the Salvation Army. 
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 PARSONAGE INSPECTION:   Reviewed list of repairs and improvements recommended by Trustees after a 

recent inspection of the parsonage.  Approved starting on these repairs by contacting Buterbaugh Construction.  Dis-

cussed using some of The Building Fund to pay for the repairs. 

ANNUAL MEETING DATE:  Set date for annual meeting with Trinity UCC for Sunday, January 8, 2:00 p.m. at 

St. Paul's UCC. 

St. Paul‟s Financial Information:  Our current actual spending deficit as of November 23 is:  $1223.50 

Treasurer‟s Report:  

Income for October     $   6,412.35 

Expenses for October  $   2,808.01 

Interest on Account               4.33 

Gain for Month         + $   3.608.67 

FINANCIAL RECORDING SECRETARY REPORT: 

TOTAL GIVING INCOME FOR October, 2011 -   $5,716.85 

   “           “                “          “        October, 2010 -   $6,341.00 

Decrease in giving from previous year -                 $   624.15 

POINSETTIA ORDERS FOR ST. PAUL‟S 
Pam Carmack and Mary Haubrick will be receiving orders for purchasing poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas.  The poinsettia may be given in memory or in honor of a loved one. A donation of $7.00 is requested per 

six-inch pot.  Any amount over $7.00 is gratefully accepted by Church Women to fund their church activities.  Infor-

mation and an order form will be included with the Sunday Bulletins.  Give money and order form to Pam Car-

mack (485-4795) or Mary Haubrick (987-3604) by Sunday, December 11, 2011. 

Special December Offerings  
St. Paul‟s Advent envelopes are designated to the Salvation Army this year, and Trinity‟s, to Hoffman Homes for 

Youth. Please support these institutions in helping individuals and families in need. The envelopes will be given out 

during the season of Advent, and may be returned anytime around Christmas.  

On Christmas Eve, we will be taking our special offering for Hoffman Homes for youth, a psychiatric residential 

treatment program for children located in Gettysburg. They provide therapy, physical health care, education, and a 

safe and comfortable home for up to 141 children ages 6-18 with mental health problems.  

On Sunday, December 25, our special offering will go to the United Church of Christ Christmas Fund. This fund 

supports lower-income retired clergy and lay employees, as well as active clergy facing unforeseen financial crises.  

    Help us spread the joy of Christmas  

as you support these important ministries with you donation. Thank you! 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND GIVING 
WE ARE AWARE THAT NOT EVERYONE IS ABLE TO WORSHIP WITH US REGULARLY. THIS 

LEADS TO A DECREASE IN GIVING, WHILE OUR BILLS REMAIN THE SAME, WHICH THEN 

AMOUNTS TO A DEFICIT IN OUR SPENDING. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND CHURCH WOR-

SHIP BUT WISH TO BE A PART OF GOD‟S MINISTRY THROUGH OUR CHURCH, PLEASE CONSID-

ER MAILING YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPE DIRECTLY TO THE CHURCH. THANK YOU!    

Samaritans‟ Shoebox Ministry 
Hello to all….. 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the Billy Graham Good Samaritan Christmas Shoebox Project.  

St. Paul’s UCC members and friends filled 54 shoeboxes this year.  Several kind people also supported this ministry 

by their generous donations to help cover the cost of shipping.  These shoeboxes will touch the lives of children in 

desperate situations worldwide.  They will bring them joy and hope and will also share the good News of God’s love. 

You all have been a blessing and I pray that God will return this blessing to you in hundredfold. 

To God be The Glory! 

Mary Haubrick 

“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 

unto me.”  Matthew 25:40 
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St. Paul‟s Flowers 
 

Mary Haubrick (987-3604) 

Pam Carmack (485-4795 

 

Call the above person(s) if you wish to order 

flowers in memory/ honor of someone. 

 

Trinity‟s Ushers 

Rosie Shives 

Barb Bricker 

 
Thank You for Serving! 

 

St. Paul‟s Ushers 

Donna House 

Linda Grissinger 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAY  

7  Irene Robinson 

10  Betty Keefer 

  Tina Wood 

12  Roger Higgins 

14  Ronald Bricker 

15  Paul Dietrich 

  Mary Ellen Ott 

16  Judy Dietrich 

20  Seleen Shives 

21  Ethan Barclay 

23  Betty Newman 

24  John Jarrett 

30  Mark Crouse 

  John Hornbaker 

31  John Burns 

 

   

 

 

PRAYER LIST  

 
Bertha Byers         

Betty Daniels 

Betty Grissinger 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer                 

Dorothy and Paul Stevens      

Gene and Elsie Bricker    

Gladys Williams        

Harold and Betty Keefer 

Doug Ray 

Joyce and Thurman Hassler      

Liberty Crouse 

Linda Litton 

Linda Hoffman’s Family 

Marie Parkinson          

Military and families           

Rev. Steve and Pat Robertson 

Roger and Lois Byers    

Sponsored Children:  Yonatan, Marc 

Philip, Thierry, Marcela   

Sandy Richards 

Thelma Miller 

Zeis family 

Justin Hege 

Justin Jr. and Blaze Hege 

Malcolm and Lorraine Richardson 

Jean McLucas 

St. Paul’s Care Team 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

Family of Coey Fritz 

The people of Japan 

The people in the Middle East 

The people of Eastern Africa 

All individuals and families affected by 

cancer 

 
Please let us know of any changes, additions 

or corrections to the Prayer and Birthday 

lists. Thank you! 
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DATES TO REMEMBER! 2011     
 
 

 

 

 

Wednesdays    Trinity’s Choir practice, 7:00 p.m., Prayer and Praise, 8:00 p.m. 

 

Thursdays    St. Paul’s Choir practice, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, December 2    Christmas in McConnellsburg at the Fulton Theatre 

and Saturday, December 3  

 

Saturday, December 3    Trinity’s Christmas party, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 4    St. Paul’s Soup Sunday and Hanging of the Greens 

 

Sunday, December 11    Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

 

Tuesday, December 13    Trinity’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, December 14  St. Paul’s Church Women United, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 18    Christmas programs during worship 

    Trinity’s special offering for the Building fund 

 

Tuesday, December 20    St. Paul’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 24    Christmas Eve services: St. Paul’s, 6:00 p.m.; Trinity, 8:00 p.m. 

    Special offering for Hoffman Homes for Youth 

 

Sunday, December 25    Christmas Day - regular Sunday worship services 

    Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

    Special offering for the Christmas Fund 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2012  Holy Communion 

 

Monday, January 2    Trinity’s Evangelism Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 8    Joint Consistory meeting at St. Paul’s, 2:00 p.m. 

 


