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“Jesus said, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed 

me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 

the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’”  

Luke 4:18-19 
 JANUARY 2015 

If you would like to get your newsletter emailed to you, please send an 

email with your name to: 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com and help us save paper and postage. 

This month:  Avoid plastic bags. 
Did you know that there are millions of plastic 
bags swirling around in the ocean, killing all 
kinds of fish and other inhabitants of the sea? Do 
you ever think about that when you go shopping? 
Maybe it’s time we all started thinking about it, 
and started bringing reusable bags to the store 
with us. Or, if you are just buying one item, you 
may be able to carry it without a bag. The person 
checking you out will automatically pack your 
purchases in a plastic bag for you, but you can 
politely decline and help other people become 
more aware of their everyday choices. 

 

   Pot Pie Supper 
Trinity will offer its chicken, ham and beef pot pie sup-
per on Saturday, January 17, from 3:30 
to 6:30 p.m., in the Fort Loudon Community Center 
(Hawbaker Drive and Mullen Street). You 
may eat in or order carry-outs. Adult meals are $8.50, 
meals for children ages 7 to 12 are $5.50 
and children under age 7 eat free. The menu includes 
pepper slaw, applesauce, pickles, cake, 
punch, and coffee. Chopped onions and vinegar will be 
available. The meal is all you can eat, 
served buffet style. 
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Message from Your Pastor 

 

“Jesus said, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’”  

Luke 4:18-19 

 

The week before Christmas, I was standing in line at a Sheetz, waiting to pay for a snack. Actually, I wasn’t 
even going to pay for it, I was getting it for free with my Sheetz card. A young man was in line ahead of me, 
clearly under the influence of something, and he turned to me and said, “Is that all you’re getting? Can I buy it 
for you for Christmas?” I thanked him and told him that I was getting it for free. But I was very touched by the 
gesture. After all, he probably needed something bought for him more than I did. But I didn’t want to offend or 
belittle him, so I did not offer to pay for whatever he was buying. 

The rest of the day, I was in a pretty good mood and kept thinking about his kindness. 
And then I thought, why are we only kind to each other at Christmas time? What is it about Christmas that 
makes us want to do nice things for other people? There is just something in the air that softens our hearts.  

You know what I am going to say next: We all need kindness year-round. The charitable organizations 
that you recently supported will need your help in February and in July as much as they do in December. The 
shut-ins that you visited will be just as lonely in September as they are in December. And you and I, we will 
be just as touched and uplifted by gestures of kindness that others do for us, or we do for them.  

I probably say this every year, and I guess I will keep saying it until we start doing it: Let’s keep the 
spirit of Christmas going. Let us be kind and generous and loving to each other all year long. We all desperate-
ly need it. Let us lift each other up rather than putting each other down. Let us forgive instead of holding old 
grudges against each other.   

It’ll soon be a new year. Why not make that our resolution for 2015? To practice random acts of kind-
ness and senseless acts of beauty. To love as if we had never been disappointed or hurt. To live as if God had 
come into the world just for us.  
But wait: He did.  
 He came to proclaim the YEAR of the Lord’s favor, not just the season.  

Shouldn’t that make a difference in our lives that lasts longer than until the Christmas decorations have 
been packed away?  
 

Wishing you and your families a very blessed and happy new year, full of kindness and gentleness. 
Pastor Valeria. 
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THANK YOU 
Thank you to everyone who donated time, money 
and/or items to local institutions and individuals in 
the last several weeks. Between Trinity and St. 
Paul’s, we took collections for the Fulton County 
Food Basket, for the Fulton County chapter of the 
Salvation Army, and for the Franklin County Prison 
Ministry, we baked cookies for our own church 
members, and for the Carlisle Truck Stop Ministry, 
we packed shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, 
and delivered boxes of food to local families. We 
took donated scarves, hats and gloves to the home-
less shelters. We sang Christmas carols at Falling 
Spring in Chambersburg and in the streets of Fort 
Loudon. A small group from St. Paul’s provided the 
live nativity and sang Christmas carols at the Festival 
of Lights. 
Whether it seemed like we did not do enough, or too 
much – I am sure all of our gifts touched 
lives and brought the light of Jesus into someone’s 
darkness. Thank you for all of your support. 
Please remember our shut-ins and neighbors also 

throughout the rest of the year. Many are showered 

with attention at Christmas time, and then left to fend 

for their own.  

NA Group to Be Meeting at St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s Consistory voted at their December meet-
ing to allow a local Narcotics Anonymous group 
(NA) to meet at the church on Saturday evenings 
between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m., starting January 3. The 
Consistory feels it is important to support a program 
that helps recovering addicts in our community to 
stay sober. 
In order to maintain a safe and anonymous environ-

ment for participants, church members are asked to 

refrain from entering the building during the time of 

the meeting. 

 
 

Intern with Pastor Valeria 
My oldest goddaughter, Miriam Adleff (age 15), will 
be coming from Germany to do an internship at both 
churches from January 11 through 25. She will be 
learning about the life and work of a pastor, and will 
be accompanying and assisting me during this time. I 
hope you will understand that I will bring her along 
to visits and meetings, and I am sure you will wel-
come her as you did me, and all of my visiting family 
and friends. 
If there is a project you think Miriam could help with, 

or anything in our communities you feel she should 

experience, please contact me to set something up. I 

would like her to be ex-

posed to as many different 

settings of life and ministry 

as possible.  

 

McConnellsburg Christian Unity  
Celebration 

On Sunday, January 25, the church communities of 
McConnellsburg will gather at the Fulton 
Theatre for their annual Christian Unity Celebration. 
There will be a prayer service, a meal and 
time of fellowship, and special music. Join us at 4:00 
p.m. as we share food, faith and friendship 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

 

Storage Closet in Honor of Roger Byers 
The family of Roger Byers built a storage closet in 
Trinity’s basement in memory of Roger. This was a 
project he had wanted to do himself, and it was pre-
sented to him at his birthday party in January. We at 
Trinity wish to thank the Byers family for finishing 
what Roger started, and we will always remember 
and honor him. The closet will be dedicated during 
worship on Sunday, January 11. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Lions Club Dinners 
The Mt Parnell Lions Club dinners will be served at 

the Fort Loudon Community Center on Thursday, 

January 8 and 22. Help is always needed. Please 

see Rosie Shives.  
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Trinity’s Financial Update Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 
stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 
(717)-485-3369 
Secretary - Pam Carmack 
buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

St. Paul’s UCC 
228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 
(717)-485-5554 
mcbucc@embarqmail.com 
Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com 
Trinity UCC 
P.O. Box 253 
13189 Main Street 
Fort Loudon, PA 17224 
(717)-369-4773 
trinityuccftloudon.webs.com 
www.pccucc.org  (Penn Central Conference) 
www.ucc.org 

God’s Blessings  

for your  

New Year! 

Special Offering at St. Paul’s for Women in Need 
In 2010, St. Paul’s Consistory decided to pledge $1000 to Women in Need to build their new shelter and ad-

vocacy center in Chambersburg, to be paid in yearly increments of $200. Church Women decided to meet 

that pledge. On January 18, we will be taking up a special offering to help make our final payment. Please 

consider contributing to this important institution in our community to protect those in danger, and advocate 

for all victims of domestic violence and abuse. Even with a new building in Chambersburg, Women in Need 

will still keep their local office in Fulton County. 

 
 
 

Annual Congregational Meetings 
Trinity’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, 
January 18, after a prayer service at 9:00 a.m. Consistory 

nominees are Nancy Lawyer, Elder, and Linda Best, Trustee. The nominee for the position of Deacon will be 
announced in January. 
St. Paul’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 25, after a prayer service. Consistory nomi-
nees are: Pam Carmack, Elder, and Donna House, Trustee. The nominee for the position of Deacon will be 
announced in January.  
Thank you to Sam Burns, Glenn Crouse and Anna Rotz at Trinity, and Jonna Baker, Mary Haubrick and Jo-
Ann Sheffield at St. Paul’s for serving on the Consistory. 
Please plan to attend our annual meeting. We need your input and support as we decide on a budget, on up-
coming events, and elect new Consistory members. 
With Pastor Valeria leaving, this is a crucial time in the life of our church. Your thoughts and insights are 
needed as we look toward the future. 

TRINITY, PLEASE HAVE YOUR REPORTS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY 
JANUARY 7. 

ST. PAUL’S, PLEASE HAVE YOUR REPORTS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY 
JANUARY 14. THANK YOU! 

 

Month Received Budget to Date 
Expended to 
Date 

January- 
November 

$59,171.07 $67,230.13 $58,237.81 

December 
1-21 

$5,737.15 $6,111.87 $5,753.50 

TOTAL 
YTD 

$64,908.22 $71,931.58 $63,991.31 
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ST. PAUL’S CONSISTORY 
SUMMARY OF DECEMBER  MEETING 

Submitted by:  M. Haubrick, Secretary St. Paul’s Consistory 
 
All consistory members present except Jonna Baker, and Nancy Barmont.  Denise Grissinger, Treasurer was 
also present for part of the meeting.  
NA GROUP: 
Four representatives of Narcotics Anonymous (NA) gave an informative presentation about the purpose and 
activities of their group.  After the representatives left the meeting, and it was decided to immediately act on 
the request of NA to use our church for a weekly meeting on Saturday evenings.  A motion was made by Jo-
Ann Sheffield and seconded by Mary Haubrick to agree to allow Narcotics Anonymous to use St. Paul’s 
Sunday School Room for a weekly meeting on Saturday evening beginning January 3, 2015. All members 
voted in favor.  A key will be given to Tesha Keefer of Fort Loudon and Loy Garber, Hillary Alexander and 
Jo-Ann Sheffield volunteered to be contact persons for the group. 
2015 PROPOSED BUDGET: Denise Grissinger, treasurer presented a detailed budget prepared for 2015.  
The budget was reviewed by line item and showed a total budget for 2015 in the amount of $71,184.00 a 
5+% increase of the 2014 budget.  The budget was approved to present at the Congregational Meeting on Jan 
25, 2015 for final approval by the congregation 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: CHURCH WOMEN UNITED; Christmas cards for people on our prayer list 
were prepared and signed. Purchased new glass votive candle holders for the Christmas candle decorations.  
Prepared 16 cookie tins for shut-ins and friends.  Will be providing bread for the Christian Unity meal at the 
Fulton Theater in January.  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:   Approved the purchase for children’s Sunday School curriculum for the 
children for 2015.  
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:  Pastor Valeria reported that she had received four returned pledge cards 
totaling $16,840.00.  She also reported that she had received three replies and donations from the eight letters 
that had been sent to inactive members.   
MEMORIAL FUND REPORT  $105.00 available. No action taken 
NOMINATIONS FOR CONSISTORY MEMBERS: Three members of the consistory will be completing 
their terms this year:  Mary Haubrick, Jo-Ann Sheffield and Jonna Baker.  Donna House as Trustee and Pam 
Carmack as Elder will be replacing Mary Haubrick and Jo-Ann Sheffield. Jonna Baker will be contacted 
about her status as a consistory member, and then a brief meeting of consistory members following a worship 
service will be called for approval to allow time for posting nominations prior to the annual meeting.  
CHURCH SIGNS:  The church sign located on 522 north of McConnellsburg has been taken down and tak-
en to Dana Signs for renovation.  It will be installed when completed and the weather is warmer.  The other 
three signs are in satisfactory condition at this time.   
NEW BUSINESS-  
Approved a Calendar of Special Events for 2015 
DONATION FOR CHILDREN:  A $350.00 donation designated for children’s ministry has been received 
from Catherine Hohman Johnston, granddaughter of former church member Olive Hohman.   
PARSONAGE GARAGE:  The garage still is leaking when there is significant rain.  The caulking will 
have to be checked and re-applied when the weather is warmer. 
LETTER OF REFERENCE FOR PASTOR:  Pastor Valeria asked for a letter of reference for her person-
al file addressing her ministry with St. Paul’s the last six years.  Mary Haubrick will prepare this letter. 
PASTOR VALERIA’S HEALTH INSURANCE/PENSION:  Approved payment of Pastor Valeria’s ben-
efits through Feb. 14, 2015. 
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St. Paul’s Financial Information  Treasurer’s Report 

 
Income for Nov.        $ 10,796.22            
Expenses for Nov.       $   3,958.57  
Interest on Account                   1.84 
Gain for month  +          $   6,839.49 
Gain for year to date +    $   8,835.06 

 
Trinity Consistory  - December 9, 2014 

 
Opening prayer was given by Pastor Valeria Schmidt. 
 
Members present; Roy Hornbaker, Glenn Crouse, Rosie Shives, Jerry Armstrong, Anna Rotz, Ann Hays 
and Pastor Valeria Schmidt. 
The Treasurer’s report was read and approved on a motion by Rosie Shives and seconded by Jerry Armstrong. 
A Pot Pie Supper is planned for Jan. 7, 2015, 3:30 P.M.—6:30 P.M. adults $8.50 , children $5.00, under seven 
free. 
It was reported that the basement remained dry during the recent wet weather. 
The Stewardship committee has received 9 pledge cards. 
 
Email from Mercersburg Association:  Dear Mercersburg Association Churches and Leaders, the Executive 
Committee is looking for ways to increase communication among the Association and increase participation in 
Association events.  To those ends, “In what ways can the leadership of the Association be more helpful to 
you?  How could we better encourage more people from our churches to participate in the life of the Associa-
tion?”  Can you ask one or two persons from your congregation to be on the group email list and then send that  
person’s contact info to Linda Ritchey, our Secretary?  Also, as we begin to plan for the Spring Association 
Meeting, “Is there a topic and/or speaker that you would suggest for that meeting?” 
 
Joint Consistory meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. at St. Paul’s; Jan. 4, 2015, at 2:00P.M. at 

Trinity. 
 
Annual congregational meeting, Sunday, January 18, 2015, 9:00 A.M. 
 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Submitted by Ann Hays 
 

These are funny, embarrassing, hilarious, and…oh, just read them yourself.  Enjoy, and 
share them with someone at your church who needs a good laugh! 

1. Due to the Rector’s illness, Wednesday’s healing services will be discontinued until further notice. 
2. Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will be speaking tonight at Calvary Methodist. Come hear Bertha 

Belch all the way from Africa. 
3. The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience. 
4. On a church bulletin during the minister’s illness: GOD IS GOOD; Dr. Hargreaves is better. 
5. Applications are now being accepted for 2 year-old nursery workers. 
6. The pastor will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing, “Break Forth Into Joy.” 
7.    If you would like to make a donation, fill out a form, enclose a check, and drip in the collection basket. 
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St. Paul’s Flowers 
 

Jo-Ann Sheffield 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

Trinity’s Ushers 
 

Thank You for Serving! 

St. Paul’s Ushers 
 

 
Thank You for Serving! 

 

 HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY  

 
 

PRAYER LIST 

 
Family of Harold Keefer 
Family of Bob Lawyer 
Family of Sarah Gordon 
Family of Thelma Miller 
Family of Warren Daniels 
Family of Susan Ott 
Family of Arnetta Mellott  
Family of Roger Byers 
Bob Carmack 
Bertha Byers         
Betty Daniels       
Dorothy and Paul Stevens 
Gary Stevens       
Gene, Elsie and Barb Bricker    
Joyce and Thurman Hassler       
Military and families             
Sponsored Children:  Adrianus, Marc 
Philip, Thierry, Marcela   
Zeis family 
Jean McLucas 
Diane Baxter 
Janis Cutchall 
Kylene McLucas Arwood 
All individuals and families affected by 
cancer 
All Sunday school classes 

 
 

Please let us know of any changes, additions or 

corrections to the Prayer and Birthday lists. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

1  Lillian Buterbaugh 
4  Esty Alexander 
8  Joyce Hassler 
11  Charlie Pryor 
13  Hunter Buterbaugh 
  Denise Grissinger 
14  Eric Hess 
16  Charlie Baker 
  Madison Koontz 
  Bodie Shives 
17  Jane Lamison 
19  Kelly Lassen 
20  Pam Carmack 
  Ashley Souders 
        Larry Newman 
        Shaffer Eugene Early 
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JANUARY 2015 
 
 

Thursdays   St. Paul’s Joyful Noise Band practice, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, January 1    HAVE A BLESSED AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Sunday, January 4     Holy Communion 
            St. Paul’s contemporary worship and lunch 
            Joint Consistory meeting at Trinity, 2:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 7   Trinity’s Prayer and Praise, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, January 10    St. Paul’s taking down of Christmas decorations, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 11    Trinity’s Change collection for Hartman Center 
 

Tuesday, January 13    Volunteers at Food Basket, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
  Trinity’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, January 14   Trinity’s choir practice, 6:30 p.m. 
  St. Paul’s Church Women United meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Saturday, January 17   Trinity’s Pot Pie Supper at the Fort Loudon Community Center, 3:30 –   

  6:30  p.m. 

 
Sunday, January 18   Trinity’s Annual congregational meeting after a prayer service, 9:00 a.m. 

  Trinity’s special offering for the Building Fund 
  St. Paul’s special offering for Women in Need 

  
Tuesday, January 20    St. Paul’s Consistory meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 21   Exit Interview at Trinity, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, January 25   Trinity’s Change collection for Hartman Center 
  St. Paul’s Annual congregational meeting after a prayer service,  
  11:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, January 28   Trinity’s choir practice, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, February 1    St. Paul’s contemporary worship and lunch 

 

Sunday, February 8    Pastor Valeria’s last day at Trinity and St. Paul’s 

 


