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It Is Easy Being Green 

This month: Search Green! Instead of using a commercial internet search engine, try www.ecosia.org. The 

search results are the same, but 80% of their income is donated to tree planting projects in Brazil, to help 

improve our climate.  

 

Food for Thought 

"In my view, the mission of the church is not to enlarge its membership, not to bring outsiders to accept its 

terms, but simply to love the world in every possible way--to love the world as God did and does."                   

Parker Palmer 

 

Fort Loudon Vacation Bible School 

This year, Freedom Lighthouse Ministries will host our Community Vacation Bible School from Sunday, July 

13 to Friday, July 18, 6:30 – 8:15 p.m. The theme will be “Jungle Safari”. 

 

Trinity’s Pool Party 

We will get together at Ernie Gish’s pool (5625 Path Valley Road) on Wednesday, August 20, at 6:00 p.m. 

Save the date! 
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Message from Your Pastor 

“Jesus said: ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  

And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”  

Matthew 28:16-20 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Summer is finally here! Now we can do all those fun things that we have been looking forward to all winter: 

Picnics, swimming, vacations, bike rides, yard work for those who enjoy it - or relaxing in the shade. 

It just feels good to be outside again, to reconnect with nature and with our Creator.  

Last month, I handed out “Flat Jesus” to the children in worship: A drawing of Jesus that I encouraged them to 

color and then take pictures with during their summer adventures. I’ve already received some very nice pictures, 

but I am hoping for more! Please email them to me at stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com.  

We had an opportunity at our picnic at Cowans Gap to get several great photos. Find them on Trinity’s 

facebook page. Not everyone was in church the Sunday I introduced Flat Jesus, so someone referred to him as 

“that doll”. We all laughed, and I thought: What a great conversation starter that would be! What if you took 

Flat Jesus when you go out to eat? Or to a family reunion, or anywhere else you go? Why not take him to work, 

to the doctor’s office, or the grocery store? You might get some interesting responses. We all know how hard it 

is to talk about our faith. So why not use Flat Jesus as an icebreaker! Show people that Jesus really is with you 

everywhere you go, and that you can even have fun with him. 

After all, that is the Great Commission that Jesus gave to us, his disciples: To go and baptize and teach people 

everything that Jesus taught us. The focus is on GO. Jesus did not say: Wait until they come to Sunday school 

or church, and then teach them! He said: Go. Go to the people, and make disciples.  

He didn’t say it was going to be easy, but he reminds us that he will be with us always, to the end of the age.  

You may think that a cutout paper doll of Jesus is a silly way of showing your faith. I encourage and 

challenge you to try it anyway. I would love to hear some stories about encounters that you had with other 

people, talking about Flat Jesus. (If you would like a copy, please contact me and I will be happy to get you 

one!)  

And if that is not the way that you choose, then please find your own way of bringing Jesus up in your daily 

life. That is what he has chosen and commissioned you to do when you were baptized in his name. Jesus chose 

you long before you ever chose him. Jesus needs you to bring his message of love and healing everywhere that 

you go. And I am sure that every time you show the love of Jesus to someone else – whether in words or in 

actions, or both – you will feel that love returned to you a hundred fold, and you will grow in your own faith 

just as much as the person whose life you have touched.  

Don’t be afraid. Don’t be shy, don’t be embarrassed. You are not alone.  

If you have thoughts or questions about this, or have an experience that you would like to share: Please do. 

Please approach me or anyone else in our church. We need to talk about his, because none of us can do it alone.  

And we don’t have to do it alone, thanks to Jesus. 

Wishing you a wonderful and blessed summer with HIM, 

Pastor Valeria.  
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St. Paul’s Kids’ Summer Program 

Kids of all ages are invited to join us for a time of songs, Bible stories, and games on Thursday nights at 6:00 

p.m. The dates are: July 3, 17, and 31, and August 14. Please contact Pastor Valeria if you have any questions. 

 

How This Church Changed My Life 

By Rosie Shives 

My faith journey started in Juniata County at my aunt’s home when I was ten years old. Then my family moved 

to Franklin County. I worked at Letterkenny in World War Two. At the end of World War Two I met my 

husband that just got out of the Service. We married in 1947 and had two sons. We started our faith journey in 

1953. I have been going to the Reformed Church, now the UCC, for 61 years.  

 

If you have a testimony or personal story you would like to share, please contact Pastor Valeria! 

 

Warren Daniels 

On May 20, St. Paul’s lost one of its longest-standing and beloved members, Henry Warren Daniels, who went 

home to be with his Savior at the age of 92. Warren attended Sunday school and worship faithfully, he served 

on Consistory and supported the church’s ministry in any way he could.  He was a soft-spoken and kind man 

with a wonderful sense of humor who will be greatly missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family, but 

we find comfort in knowing that Warren has found his eternal joy in our living God.  

 

Trinity’s Peach Festival 

Plans for our fourth annual Peach Festival are underway for Saturday, August 16, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

at the Community Grounds. Once again, we will have live music and entertainment for all ages. 

Please plan to make lots of peach pies and cobblers! The demand has been growing from year to year.  

Craft vendors and home-based businesses, please contact Eileen Hornbaker for an application 

(496-4409). 

If you are interested in participating in the art show, please contact Linda Best (369-2249).  

Enter your peach pie in our pie baking contest! Contact Corinna Rotz (369- 4804) for an application. 

 

St. Paul’s Collecting School Supplies 

Last year, the Fulton County Catholic mission handed out school supplies to 460 children. In order to make this 

possible again this year, they are asking all local churches for donations. A collection box will be at St. Paul’s 

throughout the month of July. The distribution day will be Thursday, August 14. 

Items needed are: #2 pencils, pencil cases, black and blue ink pens, three ring binders, loose-leaf filler paper, 

erasers, crayons, colored markers, composition noteboooks, highlighters, two pocket folders, one subject 

notebooks, glue sticks. 

 
Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering at St. Paul’s on July 13 

Your gift to Strengthen the Church builds the UCC’s future by funding the Stillspeaking Ministry, new and 

renewing churches, youth and young adult ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership formation. Please support 

these various forms of ministry with your offering on July 13. Thank you! May God bless givers and gifts! 

 

 



 

Let’s Play! Intergenerational Game Night at St. Paul’s 

Do you enjoy board games or card games but don’t have anybody to play with? Or do you have to play with 

your kids all the time and would love to play with adults for a change? This is your chance! An opportunity for 

people of all ages to come together at church JUST FOR FUN. Bring your favorite game. Sunday, July 20, at 

6:30 p.m at St. Paul’s. 

 

Women’s Retreat: “Faith Full Happiness” 

Join us for a day of conversations, devotions and laughter on Saturday, September 27, from 9:00 to 4:00 at the 

Washabaughs’ farm on Breezy Point Road outside of McConnellsburg. The cost is $10 including lunch. 

Registration materials will be available later this summer.  

 

Weird About Money 

By Quinn G. Caldwell (http://www.ucc.org/stewardship/daily-devotional.html) 

In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty 

and of being in need. (Philippians 4:12) 

Why are we so weird about money? 

Why don't we talk about it more? Who decided that personal finances were supposed to be private—and just 

what do we gain from keeping them so? All too often in the church, the poor pretend they're not, and the rich 

pretend they're not, and everybody pretends that money isn't one of the great driving forces of our lives. Why? 

Jesus knew that pretending money doesn't matter only leads to, at best, weird attitudes, and at worst, injustice. 

Other than God and God's realm, there is nothing he talked about more than money. Paul knew this, too: being 

rich or poor matters (ask any poor person), but neither makes one good or bad. Neither determines one's worth. 

Neither needs to be hidden. So what's with all the privacy? 

I had a seminary professor who recommended making people publicly state their annual income before joining 

the church, as a way of cutting through our weirdness right up front and reminding everyone that while money 

matters, what's really important is the inheritance that is ours as children of God. 

You, as we in the class did, are probably shaking your head and thinking, "Well, THAT would never work." 

And you're probably right. But what would we, what would the church, be like if it did? 

 

We could not do the work we are doing without all of your support and generosity, and we 

sincerely thank you for your gifts. Please remember that even as you are on vacation or 

taking a summer break from church, our ministry must and will continue. You are welcome 

to mail your offering to the church if you cannot attend worship, as a way of staying 

connected to God and to his church. Thank you! 

 

ST. PAUL’S CONSISTORY 

SUMMARY OF JUNE MEETING 

Submitted by:  M. Haubrick, Secretary St. Paul’s Consistory 

All consistory members present except Jonna Baker, Hillary Alexander and Loy Garber. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: CHURCH WOMEN UNITED: The Strawberry Festival Food Stand went well 

on June 13 and 14.  Forty pounds of country ham was sold as sandwiches along with hot dogs and BBQ.  Sale 

total for the two days was $1,080.00 with an additional $15.00 in donations.  It was later reported that there was 



 

a bill from Lincoln Mkt in the amount of $414.00 that needed to be paid letting a profit of $681.00.  The 

Women’s Group will not be meeting in July and August. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Pastor Valeria reported that a summer program for the children is planned for 

every other week.  Jennifer Brubaker will be helping with the younger children, and Pastor Valeria will meet 

with the older students.   

MEMORIAL FUND REPORT: Mary Haubrick, treasurer of the Memorial Fund, reported that the balance of 

the Memorial Fund is currently $235.00.  Mary made a motion to donate $200.00 to Janis Grissinger Cutchall to 

help with her expenses for cancer treatments in Reno, Nev. later this month.   Motion was seconded by Carol 

Mellott and approved by all. 

FINANCIAL BALANCES: An update of fund balances as of June 12, 2014 was reported as follows: 

Scholarship Fund   $68,004.79                        Benevolence Fund  $25,524.21 

Shimer/Bard Estate Bequests  $  6,265.27 

OLD BUSINESS:  NEW HEATING SYSTEM:  Kirk Cover reported that the installation of the Heat 

pump/Air Conditioning unit for the upstairs Sunday School room and office and the basement would be 

completed the week of June 23 by Shearer Plumbing and Heating.  Kirk suggested that there should be a 

meeting for instructions for operating the new system for members.   The installation of a new furnace for the 

church sanctuary is still pending. 

A surface water drainage problem in the basement where basement windows were removed several years ago 

was discussed.  Jo-Ann will check about having this fixed. 

PARSONAGE ROOF: The parsonage roof job has been completed with a ridge vent and snow guards 

installed.   

CHURCH STEEPLE LIGHTING: Project still pending.  Subject was tabled until next consistory meeting 

when Loy Garber can make a report.  

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Pastor Valeria reviewed the detailed outline of suggestions for a 

Stewardship Committee that she had prepared and distributed at the May Consistory meeting. All members 

present noted that there was a need for a Stewardship Committee and approval was given to establish the 

committee on a motion made by John Glazier, seconded by Nancy Barmont. The Committee will discuss 

strategies to educate the congregation about the church’s ministry, about tithing and planned giving, and to 

discuss fundraisers or other ways of encouraging members and friends to support the church financially. Pastor 

Valeria had asked to have access to the recording secretary’s donation reports of members to help her make 

specific individual contacts about financial support for the church. Pastor Valeria noted that there are several 

members who do not worship regularly at St. Paul’s, but still expressed a desire to be kept on the membership 

list. Pastor Valeria noted that some may still financially support the church, but without having access to this 

information, she is unable to know the best way to approach these members and get them more interested in the 

church. A lengthy discussion followed concerning this subject.  It was decided that the individual financial 

giving information could be made accessible to PASTOR VALERIA ONLY, and not to other committee or 

consistory members.  A motion was made by Jo-Ann Sheffield to allow only Pastor Valeria to have access to 

the giving reports of the recording secretary, Seleen Shives. This approval would be in effect only during Pastor 

Valeria’s employment with St. Paul’s, and would not cover any future minister’s employment. The motion was 

seconded by John Glazier, and all members voted in favor.    

NEW BUSINESS: SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: Mary Haubrick presented data based on 2013 quarterly 

averages of the Scholarship Fund giving an average for the year in the amount of $59,106.76.   

Suggested percentages for scholarship award for fall semester 2014 and spring semester 2015: 

2.50%                    $1,478.00       2.75%                    $1,625.00    3.00%                     $1,773.00 



 

3.25%                    $1,920.00       3.50%                    $2,068.00    3.75%                    $2,216.00 

4.00%                    $2,364.00 

The only applicant was Melinda Headley, who will be completing her third year of the Registered Nursing 

Program at Hagerstown Community College. After a discussion, a motion was made by John Glazier, seconded 

by Carol Mellott to award Melinda $1,625.00 or 2.75%. Mary Haubrick abstained from voting; Melinda is her 

great-niece. 

There will not be a regularly scheduled meeting for July. Next meeting will be August 19. 

 

St. Paul’s Financial Information 

Income for May      $   5,980.00 

Expenses for May     $   2,417.87 

Interest on Account                 1.15 

Gain for month       +       $   3,563.28 

Deficit for year to date      -       $    1,068.92  

Consistory members were again encouraged to see a gain for the month with an increase in the giving income 

for May. The year to date is still reflecting a negative balance of $1,068.92       

      

Trinity Consistory Notes 
Trinity Consistory met on June 10, 2014 and began with prayer by Pastor Valeria. 

The Treasurer's Report was discussed.  June's payment for oil catches us up to this point.  The report was 

approved. 

The Trustees discussed several items on our To-Do-List. 

    1. The fire extinguishers have been updated. 

    2. Wednesday, June 18th, new carpet was installed out front and out back of the church. 

    3. We have a new dehumidifier in the basement since the old one went bad. 

    4. The upper ends of the pavilion have been repaired by Jerry Armstrong. 

    5. Jerry also checked the front door problem.  It may need a new mechanism but we have a  

        temporary way to keep the door open when needed. 

    6. John Hornbaker has cut pipes to get ready for the new heater on the wall in the basement. Then we'll be    

        ready for the new drain system. 

    7. We have talked to Ernie Gish about cutting down the pine trees.  He can't do it because he sold  

        his equipment.  Glenn talked to a man named Mr. Barnhart who might be willing to do it. 

  

The Evangelism Committee reported that our next event is the picnic at the pavilion behind the church on June 

22nd. We talked about putting a sign out in front of the church that this is open to the public. 

  

Under old business, there was no further action taken on the St. Luke's building. It was approved to create a 

Stewardship Committee at Trinity. Glenn Crouse and Pastor Valeria agreed to be on the committee. Jerry will 

talk to Cindy to see if she will be willing to participate. We discussed possible materials we could get for this 

committee such as pledge cards for the year. 

  

New Business:  

The Franklin County Literacy Council no longer needs to use our building.  There will be no Consistory 

meeting in July due to Bible School. 

  

Old Business: 

The fee for our Historical Society membership is $50.00.  The Fort Loudon Ruritan will probably be borrowing 

some items from the church to use at the Franklin County Fair. 



 

  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the praying of Our Lord's Prayer. 

  

Submitted by Kathy Hess, Secretary 
 

 

Trinity’s Financial Update 

 

Month Received  Budget to Date Expended to Date 

January - May $21,397.50 $30,803.64 $24,995.56 

June 1 - 25 $ 3,242.32 $ 3,046.44 $ 3,832.92 

TOTAL $24,639.82 $33,850.08 $28,828.48 
 

You can see from the report above that money is very tight at the moment.  Please prayerfully consider what 

you can give to the Lord's work in the church.  Thank you. 

 

Please Remember These Individuals and Their Families in Prayer: 

Bob Carmack                                                                            Family of Susan Ott 

Bertha Byers                    Family of Arnetta Mellott 

Betty Daniels         Family of Roger Byers 

Linda Garber         Family of Thelma Miller 

Bob and Nancy Lawyer and family                                          Family of Warren Daniels 

Dorothy and Paul Stevens       

Gene, Elsie and Barb Bricker    

Harold and Betty Keefer and family 

Joyce and Thurman Hassler        

Military and families              

Sponsored Children:  Adrianus, Marc Philip, Thierry, Marcela   

Zeis family 

Jean McLucas 

Diane Baxter 

Janis Cutchall 

Sarah Gordon 

Kylene McLucas Arwood 

All individuals and families affected by cancer 

 

Happy July Birthday!   
3  Stephanie Crouse                        25  Todd Alexander 

9  Jason Armstrong                         26  Thurman Hassler 

10  Cheyanne Lake                           31  Barron Barley 

13  Gracey Lake 

14  Jeff Lawyer 

17  Preston Mellott 

21  Chelsi Hornbaker 



 

Contact Information:  
 

Pastor - Rev. Valeria Schmidt 

stpaulsparsonage@embarqmail.com 

(717)-485-3369 

Secretary - Pam Carmack 

buckpcar@embarqmail.com 

St. Paul’s UCC                                                                                              Trinity UCC 

228 N Second Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233                                        P.O. Box 253 

(717)-485-5554                                                                                              13189 Main Street 

mcbucc@embarqmail.com                                                                             Fort Loudon, PA 17224 

Now on Facebook & www.uccmccbg.weebly.com                                       (717)-369-4773 

                                                                                                                        trinityuccftloudon.webs.com 

 

www.pccucc.org (Penn Central Conference) 

www.ucc.org 

 

St. Paul’s Flowers: 
Elaine Armstrong (485-5309) 

Call the above person if you wish to order flowers 

in memory/ honor of someone. 

 

Trinity’s Ushers:                                                    St. Paul’s Ushers: 
Nancy Lawyer and Bethany Crouse                                 Henry Isban and Linda Grissinger 

Thank You for Serving! 

 

JULY 2014 

Thursday, July 3  St. Paul’s Kids’ Program, 6:00 p.m. 

    Joyful Noise band practice, 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, July 4  HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY! 

Sunday, July 6  St. Paul’s Contemporary Worship and  

Salad/Sandwich Sunday 

Sunday, July 13  Special Offering for Strengthen the Church at St. Paul’s 

Trinity’s change collection for Hartman Center 

Sunday, July 13 – Fort Loudon Community Vacation Bible School 

Friday, July 18 At Freedom Lighthouse Ministries, 6:30 – 8:15 p.m. 

Thursday, July 17 St. Paul’s Kids’ Program, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, July 20 Trinity’s Special Offering for the Building Fund 

 Game Night at St. Paul’s, 6:30 p.m. 

Monday, July 21  Trinity’s Peach Festival meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, July 31  St. Paul’s Kids’ Program, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, July 27  Trinity’s Change collection for Hartman Center 

Sunday, August 3  St. Paul’s Salad/Sandwich Sunday 

mailto:mcbucc@embarqmail.com
http://www.uccmccbg.weebly.com/
http://www.ucc.org/

